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ave Lebanon for home 




BEIRUT (R) — Twq Scandinavian U.N. aid work- 
ers, freed by their kidnappers after 26 days in 
captivity, left for home Wednesday saying they had 
been treated well. 


Swede Jan Stening, 44, and Zurich. 

Norwegian William Joergensen, Before leaving, they told a 
57. flew to Cvprus where they news conference in east Beirut 
picked up a Swissair flight for their kidnappers bad moved them 


S&aidl-Sovlet diplomatic 


ties reportedly in offing 


BAHRAIN — The groundwork 
is being laid for Saudi Arabia and 
the Soviet Union to restore di- 
plomatic relations severed 50 
years ago, according to Arab and 
diplomatic sources in the Gulf. 

But a formal move is not ex- 
pected to take place until the 
Soviets complete General Secret- 
ary Mikhail Gorbachev's prom- 
ised withdrawal from Afghanis- 
tan. The Soviet presence there is 
seen by analyst as a key stumb- 
ling bloc to warmer relations be- 
tween Moscow and Riyadh. The 
two countries have not had for- 
mal diplomatic ties since 1938. 

Analysts say the Saudi-Soviet 
thaw comes in recognition of the 
importance of Soviet cooperation 
in international efforts to end or 
contain the Gulf war. In addition. 
Arab disappointment is growing 
over the United States response 
ro the Palestinian uprising in the 
Israeli-occupied territories. 

Rivadh. also feels too much taken 

* 

for granted by Washington. 

"As soon as the Soviets" complete 
their withdrawal from Afghanis- 
tan. the Saudis will immediately 
establish relations," says a well- 
placed Arab source. He added 
that rhe neighbouring Gulf states 
of Qatar and Bahrain were also 
considering following the Saudi 
lead in establishing formal ties 
with the Soviets. 

One U.S.-based analyst visiting 
Riyadh was more circumspect on 
the possibility. “The Soviet with- 
drawal from Afghanistan opens 
the way for diplomatic relations 
but not necessarily an exchange 
of ambassadors." he said. "The 
fact that there is so much (Saudi- 


Soviet) consultation going on is in 
itself a major change..." 


Analysts emphasise that restor- 
ing ties with Moscow could not 
mean a major realignment in 
Saudi interests away from the 
U.S. and the West. Rather it 
points up a more pragmatic view 
in Riyadh of possible Soviet con- 
tributions in the region. Kuwait's 
experience last year in playing 
Moscow off Washington and 
obtaining both Soviet and U.S. 
warship protection for Kuwaiti oil 
exports is said to have impressed 
Saudi leaders. 


And lingering fears of an even- 
tual U.S. retreat from the Gulf 
policy following the U.S. pres- 
idential elections have caused the 
Saudis to consider the possible 
benefits of closer consultations 
with the Soviets — The Christian 
Science Monitor. 


eight times, usually at night and 
in a car boot. 

The two. who worked for the 
U.N. Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA), were seized near the 
southern port of Sidon Feb. 5 and 
released west Beirut Tuesday 
night. 

Stening said they were driven 
to Beirut by the kidnappers. 

“We were interrogated in a 
polite manner. 

"We were blindfolded only in 
the beginning and were interro- 
gated for just a couple of hours 
during one of the last days." he 
said. 

“We were moved approximate- 
ly eight times. Normally we were 
moved in the trunk of a car. I 
cannot say if it was the same car. 
Normally we were moved at 
night," he added. 

Stening and Joergensen, who 
appeared in good health, said 
they did not know the identity of 
their kidnappers or why they 

wprp kpi7pfi 

UNRWA' had said the two 
were kidnapped by individuals 
loyal to the Fateh group of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO). 

Palestinian officials have repe- 
atedly denied any such link. 

Political sources in Sidon told 
Reuters the two were first seized 
by Palestinians with connections 

to both Fateh and the Fateh 
Revolutionaiy Council of Abu 
Nidal. 
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WARFOOTING: Israeli soldiers armed with storm a Palestinian village in the occupied West 
grenades, machine guns and tear-gas cann esters Bank. 


Italian engineers kidnapped I Iran-Turkey 


by Kurds return home 


pipeline 


BERGAMO, Italy (R) — Three 
Italian engineers held in Iraq for 
five months by Kurdish guerrillas 
have returned home but it was 
still unclear if Italy had agreed to 
any conditions in exchange for 
their release. 

The three, Sergio Cominetti. 
Giuseppe Carrara and Roberto 
Diotailevi, were kidnapped last 
autumn while working on elec- 
trical engineering projects in 
northern Iraq. 

They told repones when they 


arrived at Bergamo in northern 
Italy Tuesday that they were tre- 
ated well and were in relatively 
good condition although Diotal- 
levi would have to undergo 
surgery for an eye injury he suf- 
fered when the windscreen of his 
car shattered during his abduc- 
tion. 

The guerrilla group "Kurdistan 
Iraq National Union," claimed 
responsibility for the abductions 
and at one point demanded that 
Rome end aid to Iraq. 


project 

delayed 


Iran-bound chemical weapons held at Rotterdam 


THE HAGUE (Agencies) — weapons. It had left the United 
Dutch officials acting on a U.S. States with stated plans ro sail to 
reauest seized 6.000 to 7,000 West Germany but at Rotterdam 
kilogrammes of chemical chanced its destination ro Iran. 


kilogrammes of chemical changed its destination to Iran, 
weapons bound for Iran at Rot- they said, 
terdam Saturday, the Dutch Jus- The weapons were confiscated 
tice Ministry said Tuesday. and an investigation of the per- 
"Last Friday, the U.S. govern- sonnei on board was conducted 
ment sent a request to halt the before the ship was released, the 
ship. It was carrying strategic ministry said, 
arms in contravention of U.S. Dutch officials declined to give 
law-" a ministry spokesman any further details about the ship. 
saK *. They said the information from 

Ministry representatives at their investigation would be 
Rotterdam said the ship held handed over to the U.S. govem- 
eight containers of chemical ment. 


Both Iran and Iraq have ac- However, no convictions have 
cused each other of using chemic- resulted from the Muiden Che- 
al weapons in the Gulf war. . mie case, which was connected 
The Dutch AN? news agency with a Swedish investigation into 
said later the ship' was called alleged Iranian sales by the Swed- 
“Iran Adalal." It said the vessel ish arms giant Bofors. 
arrived in Rotterdam last Thurs- Iranian embassy spokesman 
day from Antwerp. Ismail Safavi claimed in a tele- 


cast year, the Dutch explosives phone interview with the AP that 
anufacturer Muiden Chemie "we don't know about the careo" 


ANKARA (R) — Construction 
of a planned Iranian crude oil 
export pipeline to Turkey's 
Mediterranean coast is unlikely 
to start for at least two years, 
Turkish officials said Wednesday. 

The officials, who accompa- 
nied Prime Minister Turgut Ozal 
to Tehran, said Iran was having 
problems finding the money for 
its estimated $2.5 billion share of 
the $3.5 billion 1,800-kilometre 
pipeline from the Ahvaz fields to 
Turkey's Mediterranean coast. 

They said construction was un- 
likely to start until 1990 at the 
earliest. Turkey will not go ahead 
with its part of the one million 
barrel per day pipeline until all 
details on the Iranian side have 
been finalised. 


manufacturer Muiden Chemie "we don't know about the cargo" 
faced a judicial inquiry in connec- the Iran Adalat was carrying, 
tion with allegations that it had Iranian-registered freighters 
sold large amounts of powder to "are coming and going all "time” 
Iran as part of purported interna- through Dutch ports, Safavi said, 
tional cartel set up to supply “It Is not compulsory that they 
explosives to that nation. register with us," he said. 


Turkey and Iran signed a pro- 
tocol in Tehran making provision 
for the pipeline but postponed a 
final decision on construction. 

“'There is no failure. We are 
expecting certain major points of 
financing to materialise.” Ozal 
said on "return to Turkey. 
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Top Israeli singers 




protest occupation 




TEL AVIV ( AP) — About 30 of 
Israel’s leading entertainers 
staged a sing-in Wednesday to 
protest the government's hand- 
ting of the Palestinian uprising in 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza. 

•‘Shalom. Shalom, we are mak- 
ing peace. There will be peace. 
We are together beyond fear,” 
they sang, swaying together on a 
stage in front of Tei Aviv’s city 
hall. 

About 3,000 Israelis sang along 
in Hebrew to the tune of "We 
Are the World.” 

They also heard newly released 
peace songs and carried placards 
that said “we won't be a nation of 
bullies” and “enough of occupa- 
tion." 

The demonstration was held in 
a plaza, site of a protest by more 
than 100.000 Israelis in 1982 that 
helped lead to Israel's pullout 
from Lebanon. 

Wednesday's protest was spon- 
sored by Red Line, peace activ- 
ists who are staging a four-day 
march from Rosh Haniqra on the 
Lebanon border to Jerusalem, 
where about 1,300 marchers are 
expected Wednesday. 


Lebanon in.- 1985.- I.;, ‘ 

Among the stars: was Rita 
Fayrouz, the Iranian-born singer 
who .recently; released “A Song 
for Children.” The lyric say,. “He 
was bom of mother war, but deep 
in his heart, he just wanted to be 
a poet.” " 


£ 

l 


Si 


A number of partidpants ex- 
pressed disappointment at die re- 
latively small turnout. But. Rami 
Kleinstein, a rock musician and 
Fayrouz' husband, predicted 
“change is going go happen.” 
One of the most critical songs 
was by Si Hyman, 26, who wrote 
“Shooting ahd Crying" to protest 
the attempted burying alive of 
four Palestinians, by Israeli sol- 
diers in die village of Kfar Salem 
last month. 

She- sang: 


ijsfi 

W'n.i 


The diree-month long uprising 
is produced a crop or hew pro- 


has produced a crop of hew pro- 
test songs, the first since the end 
of Israel's three-occupation of 


“Shooting and crying, burning 
and laughing 

“When ..did we learn to buiy 
alive? 

“Shooting and crying, bumiqg. . 
and laughing -w- 

“ When did we forget that we also 
had children killed?” 

In an interview after the per- 
formance, she said she was shock- 
ed that “this was done by the 
Jewish people who lived through 
the holocaust. I said to myself 
we’ve got to stop k.”’ 


Experts begin complex 


operation on Sphinx 


GIZA, Egypt (R) — Experts have 
started a complex operation to 
repair the shoulder of the 4,600- 
year-old Sphinx guarding the 
Giza Pyramids, one of Egypt’s 
most treasured monuments. 

Egyptians were shocked when 
a chunk of stone weighing about 
300 kilogrammes fell from the 
Sphinx's right shoulder three 
weeks ago, apparently due to 
heavy rains. The country's top 
antiquities official lost his job. 


We are now doing analysis on 


the rock bits to know the degree 
of humidity, temperatare, how^: 
strong or weak it is before we carf'- 
do any restoration,” her fold Reu- 
ters. '_V _ " 

Workers were also due to dean 
the surface of the Sphinx&shoul- 
der by scraping away accumu- 
lated salt crystals. 

ing *Se shoulder, in 

two on hitting the grOund, with 
stainless steel - ■ • - 


Zahi Hawass. the archaeologist 
in charge of the Pyramids area, 
said Tuesday analysts were taking 
samples of rock from the exposed 
interior of the Sphinx's shoulder 
and the piece which fell off. 


“We will wak .untO analysis of 
the rock is complete to see if we 
can use the. bars. Perhaps the 
rock is "not strong enough,” 
Hawass said* .v- % ' . 
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. SENATE TEiWfc, XJ&l De- 

lerdbis expected'©: annptmce the 
^Xmdusaofi of- ^fie- fifth ordinary, 
■session of the JJpper House of 
Parliament (Senate); which encfc 
on Matrcfi "10." Soiirces informed 
the JonJan Thus that the Senate 
is expected fox2U for an extraor- 
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of the feasr of the hofy .month of 
. Ramadan, to continue the. discus: 
sion of lam. referred to it- by the 
Lower House bfPariiamcni. .' 

ROYAL CASLErTfe Koyal 
Highness^Crown PrinceHassan, 
the Regent,' Wednesday sem'a 
cable of g^- wishes to Ring. 
H assail if rf'- Morocco 7 do the 
anrnversaryofhis accession to the 
throne . PnnSce Hassan wished the 
king continued health 'and happi- 
ness and the Moroccan people 
more progress and "prosperity. 

HMOUD: Minister, of Agricul- 
ture Marwan Hmoud Wednesday 
returned to Amman following an 
official visit to Saodi Arabia 
where he had talks with his S audi 
counterpart on means of ex- 
changing expertise in .agriculture- 
related issues. Both, ministers 
agreed to boost bilateral ties 
within the framework of Arab 
agricultural integration. Hmoud 
said upon returning home that he 
agreed with the Saudis for in- 
creasing the . volume ' of Saudi 
wheat to be exported to Jordan in 
1988 by 120-000 tonnes over last 
year’s quantity of 350,000 tonnes: 

■ m 

GARDENS: Greater Amman 
Municipality will this year set up 
17 pubuc gardens on plots of land 
ran ging from three dunums to 89 
dunums in and around tbe-capit- 
al. These gardens will be set up at 
Ras A1 Am, Sweifieh, Wadi Seer, 
Abu . Alanda, " Muqahlein, 
Sweileh, Hashimi Shamaii, Ru- 
jum Ai Kharabsheh, Abdali . S ha- 
fa Bad mo Zuhour Tareq, Zahar- 
an Manara and Nasr. A munici- 
pality official said that so far 
788,000 trees have been planted 
in the existing public gardens in 
Amman. 

COSTUMES: On the occasion 
of the Women's International 
Day on March 8, the Women's 
Umon in Irbid mil hold an ex- 
hibition displaying Palestinian 
women's traditional dresses and 
embroideries. The exhibition be- 
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highlighting women’s role in 
. Arab culture over the ages. .. 

PO RTS: Pakistan's Ambassador 
to Jordan. Saghir Hussain Sayed 
Tuesday visited the Jordanian 
Ports Corporation (JPC) and met 
with its (Erector general Eid A! 
Fayez. He was briefed on the 
corporation's activities in Jordan 
ana in the Arab region. Later, 
the ambassador toured the cor- 
poration's facilities. 

LAND TRANSPORT: Minister 
of Transport and. Telecom- 
munications met here Tuesday 
with Iraq's Ambassador to Jor- 
dan Ghafel Jassem Hussein and 
the director general of the Iraq- 
Jordan Land Traispoft Company 
(ULTC) Jamfl Ibrahim: They dis- 
cussed matters related to land 
transport between Iraq and Jor- 
dan. The minister received an 
invitation to visit Iraq and hold 
talks with his Iraqi counterpart 
Mohammad Hamzeh Al Zubeidi 
on matters of mutual concern to 
the two countries. 

UNIVERSITIES: North 

Korea’s Charge d’ Affaires in Jor- 
dan Chang Chun Gun Tuesday 
called at Yarmouk University ana 
met with its President Moham- 
mad Ram dan. They discussed 
cooperation between North Ko- 
rean cultural and scientific in- 
stitutions and Yarmouk Universi- 
ty. Gun said that his countiy 
would welcome ~ university 
teachers taking part in cultural 
activities in North Korea. He also 
extended an invitation to Ham- 
dan to visit North Korean univer- 
sities. 

DENTIST DAY: The Jordanian 
Dentists Association JDA will 
bold a “Dentist Day" Friday in 
cooperation with a local phar- 
maceutical company. Association 
President Walid Maraqa said that 
the event will entail lectures oh 
different aspects of dental work. 
He said that the faculties of de- 
ntistry at the University of Jordan 
and Jordan University of Science 
and Technology will both take 
part in the event. 

HEALTH CENTRES: A total 
of 434,484 patients visited health 
■ centres ana clinics run by the 
Ministry of Health in the Amman 
region during the past year, 
according to a health department 
spokesman. He said these were 
offered examination and treat- 
ment in the field of mother and 
child care, dentistry, and internal 
medicine and others. The health 
teams, conducted tests on 2,510 
samples of water of which four 
per cent proved to be unfit for 
consumption, the spokesman 
said. In addition, heaitn ministry 
departments performed autopsy 
on 540 dead bodies and deal t with 
241 cases in which the victims 
were bitten by dogs, cats, rats, '• 
foxes and rabbits. 


CHINA: Lower House of Pariia- 
ment 'Speaker Akef Al Fayez 
Wednesday . reviewed with the 
Chinese Ambassador in Amman 
- Zhang Zben fields of cooperation 
and. existing bilateral relations. 
_Tbe ambassador renewed an in- 
vitation to Fayez from the 
.. Chinese' National Peoples’ Coun- 
. ciTs standing committee to visit 
China, 

STEALING TRUCKS: The 

police department in Sweileh has 
■ apprehended a three member 
. gang who. bad been “in the habit" 


jLawzi tells university students: 
Jordan wants to mobilise Arabs 

A 

AMMAN (Petra) — Upper facing the Arab Nation. permanent members of the U.N. 

r told the Security Council, 
dom, under Praising the courage and stead- 


AMMAN (Petra) — Upper 
House of Parliament (Senate) 
'Speaker Ahmad Lawzi Wednes- 


'W Ih IBIKU 


lieved in a unified Arab stand in 
facing external challenges as well 
as mobilising Arab resources to 
regain Arab rights and occupied 
lands. 

Addressing a number of lead- 

■ i m.- 5e t t ■ 


facing the Arab Nation. 

The Senate speaker told the 
students that the Kingdom, under 
the leadership of His 
King Hussein, had stood up 
against all threats to the country's 
integrity and viability. 

Lawzi stressed that the only 
possible mechanism for bringing 




of Jordan, Lawzi added that Am- Arab- Israeli conflict was throueh 

___ L„J A 4a L ‘J 1 » J* r • a _ _ »■ ° . 


the Israeli-occupied territories 
who are challenging the Israeli 
occupation. Lawzi said the 
ongoing Palestinian uprising in 
the West Bank and Gaza has 
renewed international concern 


He said that Jordan has been 


of stealing pick-up trucks. The 
three were identified only as 20- 
year-old. RA, 23-year-oid AA, 
and 25-year-old S.Sh all from 
JerashT Police department direc- 
tor in Sweileh Major Mohammad 
Al Masadeh was quoted by Al 
Dustour Arabic daily as saying 
that a patrol car in Sweileh had 
motioned to the driver of the 
pick-up driver to stop, but the 
driver moved on driving as fast as 
he could, which prompted the 

E jlice to chase him. He said that 
ter the three occupants left the 
pick-up truck at the side of the 
road and fled, but were iater 
apprehended. The three men 
admitted to having been in tire 
habit of stealing pick-ups which 
they used to carry out robberies 
and. thefts. - 

K ARAM EH BATTLE: Yar- 
mouk University has arranged a 
voluntary work camp on March 
16 in the Karameb Battle site and 
North Shouna in the Jordan Val- 
ley as part of its celebrations to 
mark tne 1968 Karameh Battle. 
Tbe celebration programme also 
includes cycling rallies, cross- 
country races, and football match 
towards the end of this month. 

SABBATICAL: Yarmouk Uni- 
versity has granted a sabbatical 
year to Dr. Raslan Yassin, and 
Dr. Issam Mousa and Dr. Maan 
Al Rashid as of the beginning of 
the coming academic year 1988- 
1989. The three professors will be 
involved in research work during 
that year. 

READING: A three week work- 
shop designed to teach school 
children the - habit of reading 
opened at the Friends of the 
Children’s Club in Amman Tues- 
day. A Canadian specialist is 
among lecturers at the workshop 




men and women teachers spe- 
cialising in the school primary 
tfage. 

NUCLEAR: Dr. Nabih Muam- 
maer was elected Sunday as the 
first chairman of the Jordan 
Physicians for prevention of Nuc- 
lear War (JPPNW) administra- 
tive committee. The society's 90- 
member general assembly also 
elected Dr. Mahmoud Hneidi as 

- vice chairperson, Dr. Hassan 
Badran as treasurer. Dr. Samir 
Samawi as secretary and doctors 
Sami Hamameh, Tareq Hijjawi, 
Zuhair Abu Fares, Samih Amer 
and Anwar Haddadin as mem- 
bers. The society was established 
in March 1987. 

HEALTH SERVICES: Outpa- 

- dents receiving medical examina- 
tion and treatment by health cen- 
tres within the Amman Govemo- 
rate last year were double those 
of 1986, according to a Health 
Ministry officiaL He said that a 
total or 434,484 people benefited 
from these centres mostly for 
dental services. Doctors ana spe- 
cialists at these centres, he said, 
offered treatment to mothers and 
children and quality control ser- 
vice in addition to normal medic- 
al services. 

TAFILEH: Tbe development 
council for Tafileh Govemorate 
in the southern region reviewed 
in a meeting Wednesday the 1987 
projects executed by government 
departments and local councils as 
well as their planned projects for 
this year. Tafileh Governor Aref 
Ersheid, who chaired the meet- 
ing, stressed the need for im- 
plementing various projects to 
provide educational, health and 
agricultural services to remote 
areas in the governorate. He 
added that educational, health 
and social projects amounting to 
JD 6 million will be carried out in 
the governorate through this 
year. 

PLANNING: The Ministry of 
Planning will be taking part in an 
international symposium on the 
planning of economic projects in 
developing countries which will 
be held in Turkey on March 28. 
Minister of Planning Dr. Taher 
Kana'an will head the ministry 
delegation to the three-day sym- 
posium. The Tourist Investments 
Department will also take part in 
the 8-day Berlin International 
Tourist Fair which will open 
Saturday. 

CULTURAL DISCUSSIONS: 

Minister of Culture and National 
Heritage Mohammad Hammouri 
Wednesday discussed with 
Yugoslavia's Ambassador to Jor- 
dan Zoran Popovjc cultural 
cooperation between Yugoslavia 
ana Jordan. Later, ~ Hammouri 
met with the Omani Ambassador 
Khamis Mohammad Bitashi fora 
similar discussion. 
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Now you see it.. 


THE request by some 300 American Jews to the Israeli 
government to ban television coverage of the Palestinian 
uprising is a simplistic sign of the inability of the world Zionist 
movement to face the reality of the Arab-lsraeii conflict, 
ironically, the call is from the citizens of a country which takes 
pride in* its record of press freedom and frankness, not to 
mention the fact that one of the basic arguments American 
Jewry puts forward in defence of Israel is that it is the only 
democracy in the region, and one which discusses issues in 
public. 

Per baps, the signatories to the request, which was forwarded 
through the Israeli diplomatic channels in the U.S.. seek to hide 
tiie truth of Israel's brutality and oppression from reaching 
non-Zionist Americans who are the unwitting financiers of 
Israel. No doubt, even those American Jews who do not 
subscribe to Zionist designs in the Middle East may be hesitant 
to extend more financial or moral support to Israel once they 
see how the occupation uses brutal suppression methods 
against Palestinian women and children, as if the uprising has 
offered an opportunity to experiment with the level of human 
tolerance of pain. Israeli leaders have picked up the cue, and it 
is no surprise that Shamir and his followers are thinking aloud 
about banning journalists from the occupied territories. 
*Hmmin. sounds a bit like South Africa to us. 

The Israeiis and the world Zionist movement might tr^ to 
bar media coverage of the truth in the occupied territories, in a 
bid to protect Israel's image, but will that advance Israel's 
frenzied search for an end to the Palestinian uprising? Will it 
help Israel's much-publicised efforts to ensure its “security”? 
Above all. can those advocating a blackout of the uprising be 
called Israel's friends, since media coverage of the Palestinian 
reality is bound to further advance the awareness of the need to 
address the basic conflict, and to ensure security and stability 
for all parties in the region, Israel included? Desperate people 
suggest desperate ideas. 


PRESS EDITORIALS 


AJ Ra 7: King reiterates Arab stand 

JORDAN has been seeking justice and the return of Arab rights and 
lands to their lawful owners, and for this reason this country has been 
firm in its stand and its position based on sound principles. The 
Amman Arab summit last November came to back Jordan’s position 
through a unified Arab stand which called for an international 
conference to be held so that a lasting peace could be achieved and 
end Israel's occupation of Arab land. In true commitment ro this 
policy King Hussein Tuesday reiterated to U.S. Secretary of State 
George Shultz the Arab stand which has been backed by all 
countries. The Kins heard Shultz's new ideas, which according to 
observers, did not contain anything new to 3dd to the American 
views. Jordan, as the King said, has always rejected all partial 
solutions and will continue 'to do that because partial treaties can 
never achieve a comprehensive peace, but it would rather serve as i 
time bomb that can go off anv moment. Such partial treaties, the 
King noted, cannot be guaranteed and. therefore the Middle East 
question should be dealt with at an international conference in which 
all U.N. Security Council members in addition to the concerned 
panics can take pan. The way to peace is open to all, and the United 
States should be convinced of the idea of an international conference 
which can achieve it. 


AI Dustour: Bail still in U.S. court 

THE prolonged meeting in London between King Hussein and U.S. 
Secretary of State George Shultz served as the last stage in the 
American secretary's current tour in the Middle East region. The 
meeting was >et another chance for the King to reiterate the Arab 
views and Jordan's firm stand and continued endeavours for arriving 
at a just peace through an international conference to be held under 
U.N. auspices. The King, speaking on behalf of the whole Arab 
Nation, emphatically announced his rejection of any partial settle- 
ments or unilateral negotiations with Israel. Jordan and the Arab 
countries at large, the King said, believe that only a comprehensive 
solution can bring peace to this region. The King was keen to hear 
the American ideas, hut also keen on talking frankly to the American 
secretary of state about them, urging the U.S. to develop its new 
ideas so that they can tall in line" with the requirements of a 
comprehensive and iasting peace. Therefore, the ball is still in the 
American court, and it should be emphasised that any moves towards 
genuine peace should be done in coordination with the Soviet Union 
and the other U.N. Security Council member nations. The United 
States which had been expressing its desire to bring peace to our 
region ought to adapt its moves to the new circumstances specially in 
view of the current uprising in the occupied Arab territories. 


Sawt Al Shaab: No to partial solutions 

U.S. Secretary of State George Shultz met his Majesty King Hussein 
in London on Tuesday to discuss the Middle East question. The King 
reaffirmed to the American secretary the basic and firm principles in 
tjie Arab Nation's views with regard to a settlement in die Middle 
East region based on the Arab summit resolutions, passed last 
November. Jordan and the Arabs at large are keen on a lasting 
settlement that can see an end to the Arab-lsraeii conflict, and not 
interested in partial solutions th3t can lead nowhere. These views 
were conveyed to Shultz at the London meeting with the King who 
was careful to project the Arab Nation’s views at all international 
forums. We sincerely hope that Shultz will now listen to the sound of 
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By Mark Bruzonsky 


WASHINGTON — Presidential 
election years bring out the poli- 
tical vultures and opportunists in 
this capital. For those concerned 
with U.S. policies in the Middle 
East the game is much the same 
as for everyone else — a fero- 
cious competition for influence 
and power masked by a certain 
decorum when in the public eye. 
While the candidates are busy 
raising money and support — ana 
when it comes to Middle East 
matters being very careful not to 
step on the toes of Israel’s notor- 
iously unforgiving supporters — 
those seeking to influence, or find 
a place in. the next administra- 
tion are busily manoeuvring for 
position. This is the context in 
which two major study group 
reports making recommendations 
about future American Middle 
East poliev can be anticipated 
during 19S£i8- 

The first is a joint report from 
the Middle East Institute and The 
Atlantic Council; the second, and 
likely to be the more important, 
will come from the liberal Brook- 
ings Institution. There’s a third 
report as well on the way, this 
one from a group calling itself the 
Washington Institute on Near 
East Affairs — a front group for 
the Zionist lobby. 

It is important to remember 
that the Washington game is play- 
ed only by those observant of its 
basic rules. Cardinal among them 
is that the players do not reveal to 
others, most especially the press, 
the level of mediocrity, chican- 
ery. and political manipulation 
that is usually involved in these 
undertakings. Another rule is 
that everyone involved pretends 
to self-importance and special in- 
sights into the problems under 
discussion: Pretending that some- 
thing new, different, and inde- 


pendent is being conceived. 
Those who agree to play by the 
rules, those sufficiently protective 
of the hallowed “process” by 
which panelists are selected, dis- 
cussions held, reports drafted, 
are all well aware that their con- 
sent entitles them to meal tickets, 
airplane rides, embassy invita- 
tions, and occasional access to 
influence in this town; as well as 
invitations to future panels, of 
course. 

“Those who agree to 
play by the rules... 
are well aware that 
their consent entitles 
them to meal tickets, 
plane rides, embassy 
invitations...” 

- - — i 

There’s one other very special 
rule, of course. The key issues 
surrounding U.S. Middle East 
policy — the stranglehold of die 
Jewish lobby, the impact of Jew- 
ish campaign contributions, the 
interaction between domestic 
politics and American policies; 
the debilitating effects of the 
alliance with Israel — these are 
alU taboo subjects. Those who 
think otherwise are either not 
part of or soon pushed out of the 
process; those who speak up on 
these matters are considered out- 
side the circle; those unwilling to 
play by this key structure are 
systematically excluded. 

' For outsiders, the confusing 
hare cast by these informal, un- 
written rules usually causes the 
whole process, and then the re- 
ports themselves, to be given 
greater importance than they 
actually merit. In reality, the 


eventual content of the various 
reports is pretty much deter- 
mined in the beginning rather 
than at the end, during the selec- 
tion of panel members. Yet, in 
fairness to those who indulge in 
these matters as a regular activ- 
ity, the other side of the coin is 
that Washington is a place where 
everyone seems to be so preoccu- 
pied that whoever focuses on 
specific poliev questions can have 
an influence far out of proportion 
to merit — one of the basic 
secrets behind the success of the 
Jewish lobby. 

Here, in advance, some usually 
unwritten truths about these 
groups now meeting in private, 
whose reports we wiB all be hear- 
ing much about in future months. 

The Middle East Institute/ 
Atlantic Council report origin- 
ated in 1985. Usually concerned 
with U.S. -European and NATO 
matters, the Council is pretty 
much in the report-generating 
business for a living. Issuing re- 
ports on one subject or another 
every few months from its loca- 
tion a block from the White 
House is something of a cottage 
industry for this organisation. It 
keeps itself alive by soliciting 
grants of money for various pro- 
jects, including each of its reports 
— money winch then pays its 
staff, expenses, et. al. Additional- 
ly. the whole process is an entr- 
ance ticket into policy discussion 
circles for people associated with 
the Atlantic Council who are 
either retired from government 
office, otherwise uninvolved 
academics, or hangers-on eager 
to see their names in print. Rare- 
ly do outsiders with fresh or 
“different” views and perspective 
get involved. 

In the case of this particular, 
report about the Middle East, the 


Atlantic Council leaders were 
well aware they knew next to 
nothing about the Middle East. 
So they ventured up the street a 
few blocks to what some have 
come to see as the rather lethar- 
gic retirement home of former 
American foreign service officers 
once posted to the region, a place 
more popularly known as the 
Middle East Institute. 

ft was a sound marriage af con- 
venience and opportunity. The 
Middle East Institute has no 
money, few ideas, and little ener- 
gy. Its former president — a 
retired American ambassador 
who served throughout the Mid- 
dle East — readily agreed to the 
project. He saw the opportunity 
tor die Institute to share in the 
credit without having to do much 
by way of effort. Hence file birth 
of a panel of some two dozen 
“experts", including this writer I 
need confess, who tor nearly two 
years now have pontificated 
among themselves, waffling from 
one approach to another, united 
only by their inability to agree on 
what their august report should 
eventually conclude. 

As is usual for these affairs, the 
balance of personalities chosen 
for the panel was heavily weight- 
ed toward Israel and established 
American attitudes. Indeed, the 
two rapporteurs, chosen in adv- 
ance and without discussion by 
the panel, are both former 
National Security Council staff 
officials with vested self-interest 
in justifying past mistakes, 
camouflaging American imperial 
interests ana attitudes, and pro- 
tecting the American-lsraeli 
alliance. Palestinians? One 
academic living in Kuwait, with 
no political experience in 
Washington's ways — a sop to 
put it plainly. At one of the early 


meetings, when the name Ed- 
ward Said was proposed for the 
panel, he was vetoed through 
nurried whispers between chair- 
man and rapporteurs because of 
his membership in the Palestine 
National Council. The fact that 
Acre were many representatives 
of Jewish organisations already 
on the panel did not seem to faze 
the organisers. Arab-Americans? 
None. Jewish Americans? A long 
list of course. 

“When Edward Said 
was proposed... he 
was vetoed through 
hurried whispers be- 
cause of his mem- 
bership of the PNC.” 

The forthcoming Brookings 
Report comes more than a de- 
cade after the institution's 1975 


still meeting every few weeks, the 
report is scheduled for early next 
year. If it is as unbalanced as the 
panel itself — largely selected by 
William Quandt, another former 
National Security Council opera- 
tive — one can imagine its 
equivocations and biases. 

Take for instance the basic 
issue of political balance when it 
comes to the panel members 
associated with either pro-Israeli 
versus pro-Arab positions. Of the 
19 members of die panel six are 
Jewish, three of whom are associ- 
ated in one wav or another with 
the Jewish lobby, and one is 
actually banned from some Arab 
countries for alleged intelligence 
connections. Rabbi Henry Sieg- 


man is in feet the executive direc- 
tor of the American Jewish Con- 
gress, one of the lead organisa- 
tions currently promoting the 
struggle to close the offices of the 
PLOm Washington and New 
York. Rita Houser is one of die 
“progressive” American Jewish 
propagandists affiliated with the 
American Jewish Committee and 
Israel’s Labour Party. Ken Wol- 
lack is a former official of the 

Jewish lobby on Capitol Hill. 

" ■ 

“Balancing" them are two 
Palestinian American intellec- 
tuals, both good scholars, but 
outsiders when it comes to 
Washington — Rashid Khalidi 
and Fuad Mughrabi. When asked 
about this senous imbalance Bill 
Quandt insisted that what’s im- 
portant is not the “ethnic herit- 
age'* of the panel members but 
that everyone is coining together. 

Or take for instance the men in 
charge of the panel. 'One co- 
chairman is the former American 
ambassador to Israel, Sam Lems, 
recipient of numerous awards 
from the Jewish community re- 
flecting his pronounced Israeli 
orientation. The other, co-chair- 
man, former ambassador to 
Egypt Herman Hilts, is (he man 
primarily responsible for convinc- 
ing Anwar Sadat to go along with 
the Camp David agreement. 

Make no mistake abbot it 
though; these upcoming Middle 
Has ['reports are important. They 
help set the tone and parameters 
for polite political discussion 
here: and more importantly they 
will help determine the orienta- 
tion of those competing for influ- 
ence and power during and im- 
mediately after the presidential 
election, now only 11 months 
away — Middle East Internation- 
al, London. 


¥ 

1# 

ji * 


Afghan peace talks jUprising intensifies, 

Qf OPjP By Jeffrey Ulbrich the soldiers, daring them to re- bones 
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By Banns Nenerbonrg 

The Associated Press 

GENEVA — If.N.-sponsored 
peace talks on the .Afghanistan 
war entered a decisive stage 
Wednesday amid broad hopes of 
eventual settlement and im- 
proved East- We st relations be- 
fore the anticipated U.S. -Soviet 
summit. 

But complex issues still await 
resolution before a package of 
agreements, the result of nearly 
six years of negotiations, could be 
finally tied up. 

II. N. mediator Diego Cordo- 
vez has said the new round is 
to concentrate on resolving differ- 
ences among proposals for the 
phasing of a withdrawal of an 
estimated 115.000 Soviet troops 
from Afghanistan. 

The troops are fighting a prot- 
racted war with rebels who are 
trying to overthrow the Soviet- 
backed Afghan government. The 
war has claimed more than 1 
million lives since the Soviet Un- 
ion intervened in December 
1979. 

The negotiations have come 
under mounting pressure since 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev 
announced Feb. 8 that Moscow 
would withdraw its "troops" 
starting May i5. provided a set- 
tlement is reached in Geneva by 
March 15. 

Gorbachev said the withdrawal 
could be completed in ten 
months, compared with a four- 
year timetable cited at the outset 
of the Geneva talks involving 
Pakistan and Afghanistan. Pakis- 
tan originally demanded that the 
troops depart within three 
months but has gradually wide- 
ned that span to eight momhs. 

Pakistan, however, wants the 
settlement linked to the forma- 
tion of a transitional government 
that would replace the Commun- 
ist-dominated government of 
President Najib." 

Moscow accuses Pakistan 

Islamabad argues that only 
such an interim solution can pre- 
vent new bloodshed, while assur- 
ing the safe return of more than 5 
million Afghan refugees, one 
third of Afghanistan's pre-war 
population. 

Moscow has accused Pakistan 
of creating last-minute obstacles 
to an accord and said the makeup 
of the government should be left 
to the 'Afghans. The alliance of 
Pakistan-based Afghan resistance 
groups, claiming to represent 
some 200.000 ‘guerrillas, re- 
sponded last week by revealing its 
own proposal for a government. 

U has ruled out any power- 
sharing with Najib but offered a 
cunor 'role to “Muslims presently 
living in Kabul,” a formula that 
could refer to moderates in the 
present government. 

Yunis Khalis. chairman of the 
seven-group alliance, vowed that 
the Mujahedcen guerrillas will 


not lay down their arms before 
the “Islamic government” is 
established. 

Predictably, that concept has 
been rejected by Najib and his 
foreign minister. Abdul Wakil, 
who heads the Afghan delegation 
in Geneva. Wakil says he repre- 
sents the “only legal govern- 
ment in Afghanistan which has 
been recognised by 80 countries.” 

Pakistan so far has not given its 
forma] support to the Mujahe- 
deen proposal and has hinted it 
prefers a more broad-based 
approach. 

The new Pakistani chief repre- 
sentative is £ain Noorani, state 
minister for foreign affairs, who 
pledged upon departure from 
Islamabad that his country will 
"contribute positively” to the 
talks. Noorani succeeds Foreign 
Minister Sanatoria Khan, wno 
led the team at Geneva since 1982 
but recently resigned. 

Ambivalent U.S. 

The United States, which along 
with the Soviet Union is to 
guarantee implementation of the 
peace package, has been ambiva- 
lent in its reaction to the calls for 
an interim government. 

A senior U.S. official returning 
with Secretary of State George 
Shultz from Moscow hinted lust 
week that Washington does not 
back such demands. The official 
refused to be identified. 

But the U.S. Senate, in a non- 
hindina resolution Monday, 
urged formation of an interim 
government in Kabul acceptable 
to the Afghan resistance. 

And U.S. Undersecretary of 

State Michael Armacost, visiting 
Pakistan last week, said the guer- 
rilla pian was 3 “veiy welcome 
step towards the resolution of the 
Afghan problem.” 

There has also been a lack of 
clear signals on when Washington 
would be prepared to cut off its 
aid to the Mujahedeen, reported 
to have totalled about S"(JQ mil- 
lion last year. 

Monday's Senate resolution, 
which parsed 77-9. called on the 
White House not to cut off. sus- 
pend or reduce military aid to the 
Afghan resistance “until it is 
absolutely clear that the Soviets 
have terminated their military 
occupation 

Gorbachev suggested in his 
statement that this issue had been 
resolved. Soviet officials said the 
United States was expected to 
end its support at the start of the 
troop withdrawal. 

The phasing of the Soviet with- 
drawal is another potential snag. 
Gorbachev hinted Moscow would 
yield to American demands to 
evacuate a major portion at an 
early stage. But a diplomatic 
source close to the negotiations 
said there were still "very diffe- 
rent approaches'" to this concept. 


By Jeffrey Ulbrich 

The Associated Press 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM - 
Three months of violence in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip appear to have led to a 
fundamental change in the atti- 
tude of Palestinian Arabs, parti- 
cularly among the young. 

In interviews, Arabs antf Jews 
speak of a sense of a new Palesti- 
nian aggressiveness and self-con- 
fidence spawned by the uprising, 
and a feeling among Palestinians 
that they are taking greater con- 
trol of their own future. 

After two decades of Israeli 
rule viewed by most Arabs as 
harsh, unjust and capricious, resi- 
dents in the territories have disco- 
vered they can to some extent 
move events. Their outrage, their 
stones and bottles, have drawn an 
international response where pre- 
viously there had been only 
apathy. 

"It is a result of 20 years of 
humiliating measures.” said 
Sumeye Nasser, a biology profes- 
sor at Birzeit University in the 
West Bank. “Now, they all feel 
they have nothing to lose." 

The effect is most evident 
among those bom after the 1967 
war when Israel seized the West 
Bank and Gaza. Those young 
people have never known any- 
thing but Israeli occupation. At 
the barricades of stone, behind 
burning tires, the spearhead is the 
teen-ager. 

Youths throw stones and taunt 


the soldiers, daring them to re- 
taliate. Other boys so young they 
can't possibly understand the 
political implications of what they 
are doing boldly confront tear gas 
and guns, stone cars, wave V- 
signs and Palestinian flags. 

Ready for the sacrifice 

In the village of Birzeit west of 
Ramallah,’ a teen-ager named 
Ahmed loitered near the post 
office with a group of friends, 
waiting for something to happen. 


“I hope they come. I 
would like to fight them. 
I’d be happy to sacrifice 
my life,” — Teenager. 


“I hope they come,” be said of 
the Israeli army. “1 would like to 
fight them. I’d be happy to sacri- 
fice my life.” 

But ihe movement is not exclu- 
sively young. Talks with scores of 
Palestinians in the territories re- 
veal an almost universal willing- 
ness to push the confrontation to 
the limit. 

“Wc have to depend on 
ourselves to liberate our own 
land.” said Khaled, an elderly 
man hobbling on his cane at the 
rear of a demonstration in the 
village of Kfar Naami. "We have 
reached this conclusion, and I am 
ready to give my life.” 

The killings, the beatings, the 
tear gas attacks, the broken 


bones inflicted by the Israelis in an 
effort to stifle the uprising have 
had the opposite effect. They 
have instilled a sense of defiance 
among Palestinians, and in some, 
a desire for revenge. 

Also evident is a new feeling of 
self-esteem among a people long 
treated as second-class citizens. 
By going to the barricades;^/"' 
participating in the general strike, 
by demonstrating, they are 
asserting a newfound aggressive- 

“We have to depend on 
ourselves to liberate our 
land, and I am ready to 
give my life,’’ — Old 
man. 


ness. And they are seeing results. 

U.S. Secretary of Stale George 
Shultz' peace mission to the Mid- 
dle East was sparked by the 
violence. With elections both in 
the United States and Israel sche- 
duled for this year, it is unlikely 
any peacemaking efforts would 
have been undertaken without 
the direct pressure of the mount- 
ing death toll and Israeli crack- 
down. 

Point of no return 

"They have recognised some- 
thing about themselves.” said 
Ron Verber, education director 
of the Golda Meir Association, a 
group that promotes Arab- Jewish 
co-cxisience. 


"They look at themselves dif- 
ferently now,” Verber said. 
"They see independence from 
Israel as something solid. They 
feel they can do something about 
it. 

“A year ago, this feeling didn't 
exist. From that point of view, it 
is the poiqrtjf wjtefurii: Weiwill 
nbt be abfeTo putlfritfgsTiack the 
way they were before. They have 
made a statement.” Verber said. 

For years, inhabitants of the 
territories have looked for lead- 
ership to the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation, first in Lebanon, 
and now headquartered in 
Tunisia. 

Palestinians here saw the situa- 
tion as out of their hands, beyond 
their control. While encouraging 
a local leadership to keep in 
touch with the situation on the 
ground, the PLO sought to con- 
trol the struggle from the outside, 
limiting the locals to a secondary 
role. 

The PLO remains a poteDi 
force in the occupied lands. But 
what the uprising has taught local 
Palestinians is that they them- 
selves can strike directly at the 
Israelis. They are no longer awed 
by the Israeli military might that 
for so long cowed them into 
submission on the strength of its 
image alone, 

“The uprising has given us a 
sense of pride and a lack of fear/* 
said Hammad, another West 
Bank villager. “We think we can 
control our future.” 
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'■ freaHS ministry denounced West- 
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# 7 ~ ^ At a recent Middle East AIDS 

■ conference in Kuwait, an official.. 
~~ — ~ — — of the northern Gulf emirate’s 


... In the West, AIDS is spread 
^rgdy through homosexual con- 
tact and intravenous drug injec- 
tions with shared needles. For 
reasons that are still not clearly 
understood, heterosexual contact 
is mostly responsible in Africa, 
where some of the highest con- 
centrations of die disease are 
found. 

Until recently. AIDS was not 
even regarded as a problem in the 
Middle East. But after cases 
cropped up nearly everywhere, 
largely blamed on imports of HIV 
infected blood, the wail of silence 
began to crumble. 

“We are past the denial stage," 
says Wahdan. "Not a single coun- 
try denies it is a problem. But 
some still do not want to report 
their cases.’-' 

At the Kuwait conference, 
sponsored by WHO and the 
Kuwaiti government, Saudi Ara- 
bia, Oman and the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) refused to dis- 
close. bow many cases they bad. 

Two cases in Saudi Arabia 
have been reported by an Amer- 
ican medical journal, while a 
health official in the (JAE cited 
22 AIDS deaths there last year in 
a press statement subsequently 
denied by the country's health 
minister. 

Even when states report the 
number of cases, they may not be 


telling the truth about the causes, 
Wahdan said. Only two states in 
the Middle East — Tunisia and 
Kuwait — have admitted that 
homosexual sex may have been a 
factor. 

Tunisia has the Arab World’s 
highest number of reported cases 
at 19, while Kuwait has declared 
15 HTV carriers but no cases. 
Turkey (21), Sudan (12) and 
Qatar (nine) also have relatively 
high totals of AIDS cases. 

Homosexuality? 

Despite the nearby presence of 
an estimated three to four million 
heterosexual HIV carriers in 
Africa. "AIDS is still tied up in 
people's minds with homosexual- 
ity and this has been a real 
problem in talking openly about 
the disease," says Wahdan. 

Homosexual sex is not uncom- 
mon among young Muslim men, 
possibly because Islam encour- 
ages and sometimes requires 
separation of the sexes. 

But the openly gay identity that 
spawned backroom sex bars and 
bath houses in the West in the 
1970s is generally rare and legally 
and socially inadmissible. 

Homosexuality is punishable 
by death in Iran and Iraq. In 
Kuwait the maximum sentence is 
five years, compared to ten for 
adultery. 

A potentially more serious 
threat could be transmission of 
AIDS through prostitutes, com- 
mon in Africa and apparently 
emerging in other parts of Asia, 
health experts say. 

Last summer, as thousands of 
wealthy young Gulf Arabs left on 
annual holidays abroad, Kuwaiti 
and UAE authorities handed out 
AIDS pamphlets at airports to 


warn against immoral contacts. 

Officials say most of die sexual- 
ly transmitted AIDS cases in the 
region were contracted abroad. 

Tunisia has advised sexually 
active youth to use condoms, 
which block HTV transmission 
through semen. Bnt most Islamic 
states, particularly in the Gulf, 
shun this approach as too pro- 
vocative. 

"Until a few years ago con- 
doms could not be advertised 
even in the U.S. or Britain," said 
Kazem Behbehani, director of a 
WHO regional AIDS centre in 
Kuwait. "We have to educate 
people according to their social 
set-up and structure. There are 
certain things that cannot be 
said." 

Saudi Arabia plans to begin 
talking more about AIDS in the 
media. Kuwait will make a lec- 
ture on AIDS mandatory in 
school. In both, the stress will be 
on prevention through moral con- 
duct. officials said. 

WHO says countries of the 
region need to address more hon- 
estly the sexual practices that 
spread AIDS. "Societies that 
have secrets, that refuse to deal 
with the real behaviour of their 
people, leave themselves open to 
HIV infection," said Jonathan 
Mann, head of WHO’s AIDS 
programme. 

Even if imported blood has 
caused most of the region's AIDS 
cases so far, that may not be true 
in a few years, he said. The threat 
from infected blood has been 
drastically cut through screening 
of blood banks in most Middle 
East countries. 

Intravenous drug use has been 
blamed for at least one case of 
HIV infection in Bahrain but is 
not believed to be a major prob- 
lem, officials said. 


(Continued from page 1) 

through an international con- 
ference. 

He was making his first com- 
ments on a statement made by 
Shultz after their talks in Cairo 
Sunday. Shultz said he felt he 
and Mubarak had a package 
that was promising. 

"I did not see this package, 
but it should be given to Die 
parties within a couple of days 
and I cannot foretell what is m 
it," Mubarak said. 

"The principle is to go to an 
international conference for a 
comprehensive settlement... I 
hope the Israelis and (Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak) Sha- 
mir understand this and should 
not fear the conference.” he 
said. 

Shultz is expected to visit 
Cairo Friday for his second 
round of talks with Mubarak. 
Egypt's Middle East News 
Agency (MENA) said. 

The agency, quoting diploma- 
tic sources, said Shultz might also 
meet in Cairo a Palestinian de- 
legation selected from a list of 
names approved by the PLO. 

A Shamir aide said Wednesday 
Shamir was willing to hold direct 
talks with Jordan under the au- 
spices of the United States and 
tne Soviet Union. 

The aide said Shamir had au- 
thorised Shultz to propose the 
idea. 

Shamir had proposed such a 
meeting when he met Shultz last 
October, but the King rejected it. 

The aide said Shamir's idea was 
for Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev and Reagan to invite King 
Hussein and Shamir to a "summit 
within a summit" in which the 
superpower leaders would offi- 
cially launch direct negotiations 
between the two parties. 

Peres favours partial pullout 

Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres, Shamir’s political riv- 
al, told American Jewish fund- 


“What I ask is whether they are 
s till such a great contribution to 
the security of Israel. That’s a 
highly controversial issue,” Peres 
said? 

An envoy of PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat said Tuesday Israel 
had no choice but to leave the 
occupied territories if it wants the 
Palestinian uprising to stop. 

Ribbi Awad told Reuters that 
after such a withdrawal, an inde- 
pendent Palestinian state would 
be set up. 

“Unless those two conditions 
are met, the uprising will go on 
and no one, even the United 
States, can halt it... there will be 
no going back now,” he said. 

"We nave become accustomed 
to such U.S. shuttles that take 
place only when Israel is in a 
plight,” Awad said referring to 
the Shultz' mission. 

"The U.S. should understand 
that its farces will not fool anyone 
again except those fools who fail 
to realise its true policy." 

Awad was on his way back to 
Tunis after delivering a message 
from Arafat to Pakistani Presi- 
dent Mohammad Zia U1 Haq. 

Right to return 

In The Hague, a senior PLO 
official said Wednesday a Middle 
East peace conference must lead 
to the return of Palestinians to 
Israel as well as an end to the 
Israeli occupation of the West 
Bank and Gaza. 

Abdul Latjf Abu Hije, number 
two in the PLO’s Political De- 
partment, made the comment at a 
news conference in The Hague 
during a European tour of West 
Germany, The Netherlands and 
France.- 

"At an international confer- 
ence two things will be discussed. 
Not only the occupied territories 
but also the rights of all our 
people," he said. 

"The right of those from 
Nazareth to go back to Nazareth, 
those from Haifa to' go back to 
Haifa, those from Jaffa to go 
back to Jaffa, Abu Hije said. 


Looking for a X’mas tree 

ON SNOW day last week, I wished it was Christmas again. I would 
have gathered all the branches, lying on the sidewalks, and made 
out of them, tens of Christmas trees. 

Happy as we were to see the snow covering Amman with a 
beautifril white coat, one could not but fed sad to see so many trees 
mutilated by the storm. 

Strange enough, h was not only the young, thin trees which were 
hit, but also the big ones. Big branches bent under the weight of the 
snow and then fdl off trees. 

In most of Amman’s districts, especially near the Baptist school 
or in Jabal A1 Hussein, you see piles of dead branches, waiting to 
be removed. Some branches are still hanging on the trees, in a 
very dangerous manner. With the Brat strong wind, those 
branches will fall and "light hurt passers-by. 

In fact I have seen the municipality trucks, the next day of snow 
fall, picking up some dead branches, but for some mysterious 
reason, they did not resume their task in the following days. The 
most urgent task now is to have these "semi-attached” branches cut 
before any damage is done. As much as we appreciate the efforts 
made by the Greater Amman Municipality to beautify the city, we 
think that such a magnitude of damage could have been averted if 
trees had been t rimm ed properly in preparation for such condi- 
tions. 


Iraqi missiles hammer Tehran 


(Continued from page 1 ) 

Iran's main theological' centre 
and the home of Ayatollah Hus- 
sein Ali Montazeri, Khomeini’s 
designated successor. 

Although Qom is Khomeini's 
seat, the 87-year-old leader has 
lived in the northern Tehran sub- 
urb of Jamaran for several years. 

This week's attacks were the 
first time Iraq has used surface- 
to-surface missiles on Tehran, a 
city of six million, since the Gulf 
war began in 1980. It marks the 
worst escalation in the “war of 
the cities" that has killed 
thousands of civilians. 

Iran reports shelling 

The Iranian agency said Ira- 
nian artillery gunners, in retalia- 
tion for the attacks on Tehran. 


front and would probably adv- 
ance a long-awaited major offen- 
sive on Basra. 

A foreign resident in Tehran, 
reached by telephone, told Reu- 
ter many Iranians and foreigners 
had left the capital for nearby 
resorts Wednesday — a national 
religious holiday — to escape the 
missile attacks. 

He said several Japanese trad- 
ing companies and banks had 
stopped work in Tehran after a 
missile damaged their offices 
Tuesday. 

The Japanese embassy held a 
meeting Tuesday to assess the 
situation and recommended that 
Japanese women and children be 
evacuated, he added. 

He said foreign airlines had 
stopped flying to Tehran and 
tickets for Iran Air flights abroad 
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Sports 


Steaua scores 2-0 


first leg win over 




sgow Rangers 


BUCHAREST (R) 


Romanian army team Steaua 


Bucharest, spurred by a second minute goal from 
Victor Piturca, seized a 2-0 victory over Scotland’s 


Victor Piturca, seized a 2-0 victory over Scotland’s 
Glasgow Rangers in their European Cup quarter- 
final first-leg dash Wednesday. 


Steaua, who won the Cham- 
pions' Cup in 19S6, underlined 
their dominance with a second 
goal after 66 minutes by Stefan 
Iovan following a free kick. 

The result left the Scottish 
champions, who are seeking their 
first European trophy since win- 
ning the Cup Winners’ Cup in 
1972. facing a stem task in the 
return leg in Glasgow March 16. 

Steaua, (he Romanian First 'Di- 
vision leaders, might have built 
an even greater advantage but for 
an impressive display by 
Rangers's goalkeeper. Chris 
Woods. He made three superb 
saves during a sustained first-half 
assault by the army side. 

The Romanians went ahead 
from their first serious attack 
which Rangers failed to clear, 
and Piturca pounced on a loose 
ball to score from close range. 

Steaua's second strike came 
from a short free kick 25 metres 
out of Rangers's goal. Gheorghe 
Hagi pushed the ball to right- 
back lovan. who drove it home 
with the aid of a deflection off a 
Scottish defender. 

Rangers had received a pre- 
match boost when top scorer Ally 
McCoist was declared fit to play, 
only a week after a cartilage 
operation. 

However, the Sects found 
attacking opportunities were rare 


as Steaua embarked on a relent- 
less first-half onslaught. 

In one five-minute burst, 
Woods turned a fiercely-driven 
free kick by Hagi over the bar 
■ and then touched over a well- 
struck shot from Nicolae Un- 
gureanu. Soon afterwards he 
made another good save from 
Hagi. 

Rangers midfielder Scott Nis- 
bet and Ungureanu were booked 
after 38 minutes following an 
off-the-baii incident, while the 
Glasgow team's captain, Graham 
Roberts, was shown the yellow 
card for a foul on Hagi just before 
halftime . 

Steaua continued to play the 
ball around with composure in 
the second half, although Ran- 
gers seemed to be coping with the 
attacks more effectively than be- 
fore the interval. 

Roberts and fellow defender 
Richard Gough strove hard to 
limited the army side's chances, 
but McCoist found himself in a 
lone striking role for most of the 
time. 


Derby holds 
Tottenham 


FURBISHED FLATS 
FOR REM7 


Fully-lurntshed one bed- 
room and two bedroom 
flats, w/w carpel, colour 
TV, central heating, tele- 
phone. 

Two locations: Jabal Am- 
man, near Fifth Circle and 
Abdali area 


Phone: 673768, 672342 
after 2 p.m. 


LONDON (AP) — Derby Coun- 
ty gained a valuable point in its 
bid to avoid relegation Tuesday, 
bolding Tottenham Hotspur to a 
0-0 draw in the English First 
Division soccer league. 

In another English First Divi- 
sion game. Southampton drifted 
towards the danger zone after 
being held 1-1 at borne by New- 
castle. 

At Tottenham, neither goal- 
keeper had a shot to save in the 
entire game. Derby possibly had 
the best chances to win . 

Spur’s best chance came in the 
51st minute when Terry Fenwick 
curled the ball just wide of Peter- 
Shilton’s goal with a right-foot 
shot. 
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During which you can 
enjoy our Selected Snacks 


trom-. 10:30- I2-4 p 
5=30 - 7:-lr> 


* Happy Hour also 
applies during regular Lunch 
& Dinner hours. 


AMMAN DESERVES I.orenzo 




it f/' 







Jabal Amman 
between 5th. 6th cirle 
Tel. 821985 


Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 
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Rally season begins in Jordan today inaugurates largest free-span stadium 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Writer 


AMMAN — The 1988 rallying 
season kicks off in Jordan today 
with the Jerate rally, first event 
of the National Rally Cham- 
pionship, pitting most of Jor- 
dan’s seasoned rally drivers and 
a heavy sprinkling of new- 


r.<>aHrng tee list of the 24 
participants in the event are 
names tike His Royal Highness 
Prince Abdallah Dm Hussein, 
Hani Bisharat, George 
Khayyat, NabO Karam — aU of 
them with excellent records of 
past performances in national as 
well as international raUying 
events. 

■ 

Prince Abdallah has taken a 
short leave from studies in the 
United States so he can partici- 
pate in one of his favourite 
sports. As driver of car Dumber 
one of the Royal Jordanian Silk 
Cat team. Prince Abdullah is 
looking forward to ki cking off 
the 1988 rally season witti a 
victorious showing in todays 



HRH Prince Abdullah 

300-k3ometre event. 

At the same tune, competition 
is expe ct ed to be fierce among 
the top contenders to start off 
their annual pofonnances with 
honours in the Jerash Rally. 
Bisharat, behind the wheel of a 
Toyota Corolla, is in the pole 
position In today’s event, fol- 
lowed by Khayyat and Khaled 
Dallal in identical Nissan 240 
RS, Karam — Prince Abdal- 
lah’s teammate in the Royal 


Cardiff seeks to host 


Commonwealth Games 


LONDON (AP) — The Welsh knock-on effect. Of course she 
dty of Cardiff officially launched would. You cannot put your head 
its bid for the 1994 Common- under a blanket ana believe that 


wealth Games Tuesday, pledging all your troubles will go away 
its case will not be wrecked by “but we are confident that w 
threats of an anti -apartheid can stage a successful game 


boycott. 

■ 

Following the widespread 
boycott of the 1986 games in 
Edinburgh, Scotland, there have 


“But we are confident that we 
can stage a successful games 
which will be agreeable to all 
countries.” 

Watkiss believes Wales has a 


on countries fL^Anelctan^n !? ma “ " v «! s f ? r ^ ^ tohost 


can countries that Auckland in 
1990 may too suffer from a 
walkout. * 


the games. Both, he said, had put 
in their bids far later than Carom. 


dkout in their bids far later than Cardiff. 

d... tj; .t ■ , . “Wales is a smaller nation and 

J2L 5SC I believe that because of to fact. 


man of the Commonwealth ‘ ? V~TT ,, T? . . r~~ 

Games Council for Wales, said: a jSP&El 


Our conscious is clear. Cardiff . because 

u J 7r many Third World countries are 


has been involved in battling 

- ■ . .1 • ■ * m m ^ 


my inira wona countries are 
all and would not like to follow 
e of the bigger countries should 
:y ever biafor the games in the 


diff has no sympathy for apar-- ST « £ * ulK5 > muic 

theid whatsoever " future, be said. 

them whatsoever. The £176,000 Welsh bid was 


Asked what effect there might launched with presentations in 
be if South African-born runner Cardiff and London, where Wat- 


Zola Budd were to compete for kiss handed the city’s application 
England at a Cardiff Common- brochure to Peter Heartv. cfaair- 


Engiand at a Cardiff Common- brochure to Peter Hearty, chair- 
wealth Games. Watkiss replied: man of the Commonwealth 


She would be bound to have a Games Federation. 


LOST PASSPORT 


Josefroo P. Enriquez 
No. AN-C559760 
Ras-Ai ‘Ain 
Abu Issa Shop 



Offices of different sizes for rent in Jabal Amman 4th 
Circle, with telephones, tfxs., parking facilities. 


For more information please contact 644348, 

641607 


FOR RENT - AREA 7TH CIRCLE 


Deluxe fumisned 3-bedroom apartment with large reception 
salon, dining room, kitchen, 2 bathrooms, glassed-in veranda 
with telephone. Separate central heating, parking and intercom. 
t Locarion: Um Essommaq. near Pizza Hut 


For more information please contact 821662 


THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY 

SCHOOL 


The International Community School invites applicants for 
the following post that falls vacant in September 1988. 


Teacher of General Sciences to cover the middle 
school years. Applicants must hold British teaching 
qualifications or their equivalent and have experience of 
teaching science subjects within the age range. 


Application forms are available from the School 
Secretary, Telephone 841070. 


Cinema 


RAINBOW 


Tel: 625155 
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Jordanian SQk Cut team — in 
an Opel Mania identical to (be 
prince, who is sevesth in the 
drive-off fist 

There are at least half a dozen 
novice drivers taking part in the 
rally, which is scheduled to be- 
an at the Amman Marriott 
Hotel at 5 pjn. and expected to 
finish after midnight after a 
round -trip race to Jerash man- 
oeuvring through special stages 
as well as road sections. 

The Jordan Rally scene has 
produced five different national 
champions since 1983, when the 
championship was initiated 
under FISA international reg- 
ulations. No driver has ever 
claimed the championship 
twice. 

Securing the Jordan cham- 
pionship title does not necessari- 
ly mean winning every event, 
but does involve participation 
and sewing high points in all 
but one of foe ten dumpionstiip 
events, which Include one inter- 
national rafiy; three national 
nffies; two hifl climbs; three 
■auto tests and a four-wheel 
drive (4 x 4} international rally. 


RIYADH (AP) — King Fahd 
Wednesday inaugurated the King 
Fahd International Stadium, the 
largest free-span structure in the 
world. 

The official opening of tee sta- 
dium coincided with the ninth 


citizen. 


merged with tee host advanced 


There have been hints drop- . engineering technology, 
id. at feast through the DIO- lb contrast with COE 


Gulf Cup soccer championships Arabia has been selected to host 
in which seven teams, represent- the World Youth Soccer Cup 

■ _ _ ^1 a. «. * • * p .« #- ■ ■ « Atfwi n l* " 


ped, at least through the pro- in contrast with comparable 
gove rnme nt media, teat the kmgr European stadiums, _tee King 
dom would to host one of the Fahd International Stadium is 
fnture Olympic games. equipped with facilities for auton- 

In tee immediate future, Saudi- omous operation even m the 
Arabia has been selected to host event of a public utilities failure. 


ing tee Arab countries of the finals in 1989. Preliminary group 
Gulf, are participating. matches w31 be played is four 


The exterior of the stadium is 
in the shape of a curie with a 


’Gulf, are participating. 

In a ceremonial message, King 
Fahd said that “this is eloquent 
proof of the progress which this 
country has made in all fields." 

He added: “Any construction 
scheme is a duty performed by 


matches will be played is four diameter of ^O metres. The bowi 
centres in tee kingdom with the contains the playing field ; with 


finals to be held at the newly 
inaugurated stadium. 

The multinriilion-doHar sta- 
dium can accommodate some 


natural grass, tee 400-inetre run- 
ning tracks the long jump pits. 
. The roof membrane is stretch- 
ed between 24 tent-shaped peaks. 


*5 

A* 

i 

a# 


75,000 spectators, with the design each supported by a 60-metre 


the state and carried out with the owing something to the tradition- high vertical mast The 'Covering 
grateful help of the Saudi al shape of a Bedouin tent but is a teflon-coated fabric. 


FIFA to 


announce 


World Cup 
venue 


Soviet 


on July 4 


hockey 


coach 


resigns 


MOSCOW (AP) — Viktor 
Tikhonov, who coached the 
Soviet Olympic hockey team to a 
gold medal at the Calgary 
Games, has resigned because of 
criticism by Soviet journalists of 
his players' previous perform- 
ance, Soviet news media re- 
ported. 

The announcement of Tikho- 
nov's resignation was made Sun- 
day at a news conference in Cal- 
gary for Soviet journalists by 
Marat V. Gramov. the chairman 
of tee USSR State Sports Com- 
mittee and Soviet National Olym- 
pic Committee. 

Reports on the announcement 
were carried by the official news 
agency TASS and the Soviet 
Sport newspaper. 

'‘Tikhonov made a statement 
freeing himself from the post of 
chief trainer of the national 
USSR team,” Soviet Sport wrote. 

Tikhonov had come under cri- 
ticism in the past year because the 
Soviet national team had failed to 
win any championships in 1987. 

"Second place was considered 
a failure and for any team, any 
coach, this is an incredible bur- 
den to bear.” Tikhonov said after 
last Friday night's 7-1 victory over 
Sweden that clinched a gold med- 
al for his team. 


GENEVA (Agencies) — The 
announcement of whether Brazil, 
Morocco or the United States will 
host the 1994 soccer World Cup 
finals has been postponed by four 
days to July 4, FIFA said 
Tuesday. 

The world soccer body's execu- 
tive committee said the date, 
originally June 30, was pushed 
back to allow the three host' 
candidates more time to present 
their bids. 

FIFA’s 158 members federa- 
tions will meet for their regular 
congress on July 1-2 in Zurich, 
Switzerland, where FIFA is 
based. 

The executive committee also 
reiterated its objection to tee 


authorisation of placers’ agents 
and said it was drafting instruc- 


and said it was drafting instruc- 
tions on the issue for its affiliates. 

The panel's decisions were 
announced in a statement trans- 
mitted to Geneva after a meeting 
Tuesday in Riyadh: 

Shinpads compulsory 

FIFA also made shinpads 
compulsory in all of its competi- 
tions, partly to protect players 
from AIDS transmission through 
bloody injuries on the playing 
field. 

The rule applies to FIFA-orga- 
nised tournaments, such as the 
World Cup and Intercontinental 
Youth Championships, and their 
qualifying rounds. 

The federation's medical com- 
mittee proposed tee measure last 
November, warning that injured 
players are often treated with 
unsteriie equipment like wet 
sponges that risk passing on 
AIDS through blood contact. 
Shin injuries are the most com- 
mon in soccer, FIFA said. 


FOR SALE 


SAAB 9000i. 1987, light blue metallic, 19,000 km, fuel 
injection, automatic climate control, electric windows. 
Blaupunkt radio-cassette with power antenna, burglar 
alarm. JD 5.500. DUTY NOT PAID! 


Tel: 658580 Thursday 15-20 and Friday 9-18 



The fourth floor of a modern building 


The floor consists of 3 bedrooms, a master suite, salon, 3 
balhrooms. central heating, telephone, lift, parking, fully fur- 
nished, nothing missing, beautiful view, new. 

Location Seventh Circle area. 

Rent JD 330/month. 

For more details call 814938 - 606773 - 640773 (owner) 


AN EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 


A highly qualified well-experienced executive secretary is 
needed for an ambitious company. Remuneration is' 
enticing and compatible with qualifications. 

Office hours: full time 


For application please send your resume with 2 
recent photos to P.O. Box 252 Um Essummaq. 

A UP ^ 4.B — . — 1 ■ ■ r . _ * M. _ » • I m. • 


Applications will be treated with strict confiden- 
tiality. 



CINEMA 


Tel: 675573 
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Becker, Cash push ahead in 
Champions Cup tourney 


INDIAN WELLS,. California own serve than with his erratic 
(R) — a pair of Wimbledon opponent The West German 
champions — third seed Boris served nine double faults in the 
Becker of West Germany and match. 

m m « A a “ 


fourth-seeded Australian Pat 


The thud seed’s play was also 


Cate posted straight set wms ag.fce became increasing- 

Tuesday to advance to the tod irri ,, t . A vhe . w.-nij? 


$ 


pass 3=5= 

Cud teams tournament. i- . 


“tswru- I-. . » 


the current Wimbledon 


Tulasne 6o, 6-4. 

Becker, who won Wimbledon 
in 1985 and 1986, took his open- 


nnssmg snots ana me 
man took command. 


Becker ran off five straight 


ing match of the tournament by games and ended the first set with 
tee same 6-3, 6-4 score but had to one of Ins four aces. 


struggle for tee victory over lefth- 
anded American Tim WiDrison . 


After trading breaks at the 
start of tee second set, Becker 


The top eight seeds received came up with a crucial service 


first round byes. 


break in the seventh game and, 


Becker, tee defending chain- holding that advantage, served 
pion, had more problems with his- out the set 


THE Daily Crossword » 


ACROSS 
1 Former 
6 DeM 
garments 
11 taasad 
13 Assumption 

16 Atomic — 

17 Manymafear 

18 — me hats 

19 Mimic 

21 Beef on tfm 
hoof 

22 Chief 

23 Rice dish 

25 Handle 

26 Consumed 

27 Sblps 

29 Container 

30 Probate 


an 3 hhh an 


aua aim aim 


32 Cunning 

34 Eigw 

35 Bwuflasdvr 
Kenton 

36 — do com 
3fi Rotation b f 

mwrlogo 

42 Now QitfriM 

MOpOfff 

43 Custom word 
45 Kinsman: 

abbr. 

47 Boss 


jiiiiji aaum 


C 1 VSB Tripunt Mad* Smr 
Ainpnrtavid 


6 Antique cor 

6 Bed or bind 

7 Exist 




49 Coin receivers 6 Guns a motor 


50 Market or 
circus 

51 Assumed 


B man with 


51 Assumed 10 Quiet 

name 12 Exhausted 

53 Primitive man 14 Playground 

far short piece 

54 Skin inflation 15 Chora 

55 Gst-logethen 16 CKy In KsRa 

57 Shuts lightly 20 And 


again 

SB Fla. export 

60 NovaNst 
Laurence 

61 Indigent 

62 Salad 

ingredient 


23 SmaB abas 
2 A Rots 

27 Goliath 

28 Form 

31 Paving stuff 
33 Pfopte who 


nnnnn nrann nnnn 
nnnnn nrcnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nrtno 
nnnnran nnnnnnnn 
nnnn rannnnnn 
nnnnrmnn nnn 
nnnnn nnnnn nnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnn nnnnG nnnnn 
nnn nnonnnnn 
nnnnnran nnnn 
nnnnnnnn nnnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 


DOWN 35 Machine parte 

1 Churchman 38 Tax. dtty 41 Ptn and — 62 Wise 

2 Prepares 37 Gob 44 Began! 64 Consume 

3 Peruvian 33 Btg-fettad bird 46 Asian land ■ 58 .Was abw 

4 BasebalTs Mai 39 Untidy one 49 Singer Frankie SB Cstch-aO 

end kin 40 “Maid of — " so Jmmh' 


41 Pina and — 
44 Elegant 


62 Wise 

64 Co nsumer 


Honda Prelude auto EXR-ALB Nov. 1985. 24,000 km, A/C: 
no damage, automatic sunroof, all extras. 

JD 3,500 DUTY UNPAID. 


information call 814938 - 608773 - 640773! 
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^ Jordan to produce veterinary 
E*..: vaccn^ m lecondhalfof ’88 

"JP'aa siaJ**H: ,; AftMAN (T.TT— Tie IfciBtiy of AgrfcnKnre’s centre for the 
im«w >pnxfaiction oLveteraiaiy Araecmes is due lb start production in die 

,■--- 1 *“« -■* *■«“ ■■“— * Animal Wealth 



«r- — a pj,u.-« y - - xjc sam tixsfc tbecestre’^ amraal r prodactioir would be 170 million 
*« W*~ doses of which 100 .million wouldbeused in the Kingdom and the rest 

*° e s ^0e £ wohTdi be marketed in other Arab dates. 

^ " f '- 01 “ - AsaK sardthat-the «atirewihpf oduce 'vaccines for poultry, cows 
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Minister approves Mairaq budget 
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AMMAN (Petra) —"Municipal and Rural Affairs and the Environ- 
ment Minister Yousef A1 Jaber has endorsed a JD 1.193 million 
budget for. the Mafraq miraidpalitv for 1988. 

The funds will be spent on 
a cark park and: a 

ready embarked on paving and main- 
taining roads and road shoulders in different parts of the city. 

~ According to Mayor Abdullah Basbous, the project will cost JD 
261,000. 
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KARAK (Petra) — A total of JD 102 million will be spent on 
development projects within t be Qasr district in Karak govemorate, 
as mdoded in the 1986-1990 five year development plan, according to 
district Governor Fahim NawaiseL 
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He said that roa& built with these funds covered 21 kilometres. 
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AMMAN FINANCIAL MARKET 


1 _ ■ s 

AMMAN (J.T.> — Xreasmy bills and bonds edipsed trading in 
shares Wednesday as a total of 190 treasury bills and bonds were 
traded for a total of JD 1,863,730. 

Overall trading in shares amounted to 472,794 shares for JD 
418,426 spread over. 458 contracts. 

Jordan lime and Silicate Brick Industries recorded 212,250 of 
its shares changing hands for a volume of JD 50,113 involving 85 
contracts. 

Intermediate Petrochemical Industries. registered a volume of 
JD 67,692 from 45,495 traded shares spread over 53 contracts. 

Other companies which showed either a high volume or a hif ' 
number of . shares were: Chemical Industries 7 JD 37,414 - 21,° 

i,850 s 


shares), Aladdin Industries {JD 32,626 - 23,850 shares). Universal 
Chemical Industries (JD 26,264 - 14,100 shares) and 


Jordan . (JD 2?, 755 - 1,702 shares) 
Trading covered 45 companies and 
The parallel market involved 8,~' 



Bank of 


were mostly steady, 
for JD 3,387. 
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FORECAST TOR THURSDAY, MARCH 3. 1988 
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» horoscope 

From the CarroB Righter Institute 



GENERAL TENDENCIES: You 
wffl have the energy and the oppor- 
tunity to get right to the heal of 
any probleios which are faring you. 
K»ep your head about you, today, as 
re! inay cause you to 
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■ ARIES (Mbe. 21 to Apr. 19} Give 
your best effort to your.daUy ac- 
tivities, qo matt nr how mundane 
they may seem. You wbold be wise 
to take better care of your health. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) 
This is a good time to have some 
decided successes in anything of a 
creative nature. Make sure your ap- 
pearance is at its best today. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Try 
to make your house more charming, 
comfortable and smooth-rnnnmg. 
as you will want to entertain some 
important guests there soon. 

MOON CHILDREN Utme 22 to 
JuL 21) Give greater attention, to 
the details of an important fmgwl»1 
matter. Several long-d is tance calls 
could bring you greater benefits. 

LEO (JnL 22 to Aug. 21) Study 
your bookkeeping records, then 
make collections and pay your bills. 
It may be wise to revise your 
budget at this time, also. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) You 
have many duties to handle, but 
take care of them one by one so no 
mistakes are made. Carry through 
with a request from your mate. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) A 
new project yon have started with 
a close friend needs further in- 


•yestjgafion, so pay particular atten- 
tion to the details involved. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) 
Avoid an acquaintance who expects 
too much of you. Pay attention to 
yourperaonalneeda. and also to the 
needs of your family. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) This is a good time to do some 
civic work which will not only make 
you feel good about youzaof. but 
will add to your prestige as well. 

CAPRICORN (Dec22 to Jan. 20) 
Carefully review the dafaiiln of a 
hew project and make sure there 
are no small errors, especially 
miatalMw in fimmriial areas. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19} 
Review your liabilities and assets bo 
you wfll know exactly where you 
st and . Be sore to take esre of the 
duties your mate expects you to do. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Be 
more cooperative with an associate, 
.and the partnership will become 
more efficient and profitable. Be 
sore to drive carefully tonight. 

If Your ChQd Is Bom Today 

He or she w£0 have the ability to 
set up realistic schedules and long- 
range goals, and then proceed 
toward them without much hin- 
drance. Any caree r ermniK-iari with 
plans, diagrams or electronics 
would be ideal for your precisd on- 

minded progeny. 

• * * 

“The Stars they do not 

compel." What you make of your 
Hfa is largely up to you! 


4938 ■ SOS® 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, MARCH 4 , 1988 



* t 


4. {iirw? r* 


PE*#** 1 

at 4 P ifn ' 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
This is an extremely bad time to 
tmlrn any risks, espeafilly of a finan- 
cial nature, which could severely 
hurt your situation. It would be ad- 
via able to double-check everything 
today, then do so again. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) A 
furling* co- worker could cause you 
a trig setback and, although this 
may annoy you, yon should told out 
the reason fix: this person’s actions. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) 

This is not a good day to rely on the 

luck of the draw. Twafcom^ stick with 
tried-and-true methods. Go along 
with your mate's wishes tonight. 
GEMINI (May 21 to Jane 21} 


probably a reason tor thin person’s 



it- 





with others, since a royal row would 
probably ensue. Go out and visit a 
bed-riddien friend this evening 
MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
JnL 21) Much care should be exer- 
cised while in motion today, 
especially whOa driving. Don't 
make any unpleasant wisecracks. 

LEO (JnL 22 to Ang. 21) Curb 
your spending, end try to save more 
money in case of an emergency. 

This is not a good time to begin any 
long-term projects atjuxne. 

\&RGO(Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) You 
may teal as if you are "in a rut, bat 
makiDg any mrastie changes wunid 

not be wise at this time. Don’t be 
critical of your good friends. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Don t 
lose your temper If your mate is go- 
ing against your wishes, as there is 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nor. 21) 
Avoid a group of people where you 
fed d ispute s znay arise this even- 
ing. You can rely on your hi tuition 
more thu at ti™ 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dee. 
21) Have more respect for authori- 
ty, and obey every role and regula- 
tion which applies to you. Maintain 
a calm attitnda today. 

CAPRICORN (Dee. 22 to Jan. 20) 
A new acquaintance is trying to 
make you al s co p t gnte d. so stop and 
think about your lot in fife; you’ll 
realize you are very lucky. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
Before yon get into an argument 
over the amount of a b3L check it 
carefully and be absolutely sure 
that it’s not correct. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mer. 20} Ba 
sure to keep your end of any 
agreements you have made, or you 
could get into some hot water. Get 
plenty of rest tonight. 

If Your CUM Is Bora Today 
He or she will havea keen abuity 


to tmderetmd 
which most 


affairs 
find difficult to 



comprehend. Your talented pro- 
gany would do well in soch fidos of 
endeavor aa medicine, law or 
psychiatry, and much success can 
come from heiping^others. 

"The Stars impel; they do not 

compel.'* What you make of your 
life ta largBfy up to you! 


Committee to meet minister 
on Jordanian trade matters 



Minister Hamdi Tabbaa on a number of matters concerning the 
Jordanian chambers of commerce. 

The committee will discuss with Tabbaa the possibility of setting up 
an Islamic chamber of commerce, matters related to the military and 
civil service consumer corporations in Jordan and a proposed loan for 
the Jordanian Commercial Centres Corporation. 

According to a statement, the coundJ decided to inform Turkey 
that an FJGC team would visit Turkey to sign a protocol for the 
establishment of a joint Jordanian-Turkish committee to help 
promote trade and economic ties between the two countries. 

The council discussed a number of other topics of concern to the 
chamber and decided to delegate the federation's Secretary General 
Amin A1 Husseini to attend the Arab-French Chamber of Commerce 
meeting due to open in Paris March 25. 

Asfonr holds talks with merchants, clearing firms 

FJCC President Mohammad Asfour, who is also board chairman 
of the Amman Chamber of Commerce, Tuesday chaired meeting to' 
discuss problems encountered by companies specialising in clearing 
and transporting goods and others engaged in the import-export of 
dothes. 

Agreements were reached at these meetings on maintaining 
contacts on developments and that working papers should be 
submitted by different sectors outlining the problems and the 
proposed solutions. 

Jordan, World Bank discuss 
financing TCC programmes 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prospects for the World Bank's assistance in 
carrying out telecommunication projects in Jordan were discussed 
here Wednesday by Transport and Telecommunications Minister 
Khaled A1 Haj Hass an and tne World Bank delegate Muhsen Khalil. 

The minister said Jordan would need JD 14 million in loans to 
carry out such projects and to acquire skills and expertise for 
promoting the work of the Telecommunications Corporation (TCC) 
and for modernising its operations. 

TCC Director General Mohammad Shahid Ismail was present at 
the meeting. 



Amman Financial Market extend 
trading hours for two days a week 


By Nermeefi Murad 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Amman Financial Market (AFM) 
will stretch its working hours into the evening to 
allow for broader investments by local and Arab 
investors. 


AFM General Manager 
Hashem Sabbagh told the Joraan 
Tunes that the market will now 
be open Tuesday and Wednesday 
evening of every week for one 
hour between 5-6 p.m. 

"These extra hours will allow 
for a greater number of investors, 


whether local or expatriates 
working in Arab Gulf states,” 
Sabbagh said, adding that ex- 
patriates and Arab investors 
would now be able to contact 
AFM after its working hours 
from their respective countries of 
residence. 


In a press conference be held in 
January , Sabbagh encouraged in- 
vestors in Arab countries to “re- 
consider their investment priori- 
ties” by rechanneling their capital 
into the Arab World rather than 
foreign stock markets. 

According to Sabbagh, this me- 
asure also allows for “simul- 
taneous opening hours between 
AFM ana international stock 
markets,” and it also opens the 
way for a new group of interested 
investors. 

Commenting on die activities 
during the first two months of 
1988, Sabbagh said that U 198S has 
so far sustained the momentum of 


share trading witnessed in 1987.” 

The value of shares traded in 
the regular and parallel markets 
in 1987 reached an all-time high 
of JD 148 million compared to JD 
70 million in 1986. 

Sabbagh told journalists in 
January that foreign (non-Arab) 
investment in tbe AFM during 
1987 reached more than S5 mil- 
lion. 

He added that foreign interest 
began in late 1986 anti increased 
in 1987. 

“This is an indication of the 
continuation of Arab and foreign 
capital inflow towards investment 
in Jordan,” be concluded. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R).— Following are tbe 
leading world c 



and selling rates for 
■ ■■ . 0 » « ■ 


currencies ana gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and oullion markets Wednesday. 


One Sterling 
One U.5. (foliar 


One ounce of gold 


1.7730/40 

1.2560/70 

1.6883/88 

1.8941/51 

1.3940/50 

35.24/29 

5.7120/50 

1243/1244 

128.57/67 

5.9915/65 

6.3520/70 

6.4450/4500 

431.50/432.00 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


Banks opt to sell Saudi 
loans at steep discount 


.7 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R) — U.K. share prices stood dose to the day’s highs 
in late trading, with the Financial Times/Stock Exchange index of 
100 leading snares struggling to make a major inroaa above the 
1,800 level, dealers said. 

The index at 1530 GMT was up a net 21.8 points at 1,803.7 after 
peaking just 0.7 point higher at 1503 GMT. One dealer said the 
1800 level was a major upside resistance level. “It's going to take 



break through,” he said. The FiSE has bounced off 1800 five 
times so far this year. 

Volume at 1500 GMT was 395 million shares. 

The opening on Wall Street was not particularly inspiring, with 
the Dow Jones industrial average up just seven points in early 
business. Share traders here are forecasting that the U.S. market 
will dose little changed. 

Dealers said tbe London market was to some extent in the grip 
of the traditional pre-budget rally but more muted than m 
previous years. 


BAHRAIN (R) — Banks are 
starting to write off large portions 
of their loans to private com- 
panies in Saudi Arabia despite a 
tougher government line against 
bad debtors, Gulf-based bankers 
said Tuesday. 

They said a government com- 
mittee set up m September to. 
hear disputes between banks and 
borrowers had passed a series of 
judgements favouring the banks. 

But this had not stopped banks 
opting to seD their debts at a 
steep discount and, in effect, 
writing them off, they said. 

“We still have a very negative 
perception of oar ultimate ability 
to recover loans through the 
courts,” said one banker. 

Saudi and international b anks 
were forced to make heavy provi- 
sions a gains t many of their Joans 
to private companies in Saudi 
Arabia after a recession caused 
by falling oil revenues delayed 
debt repayments. 

Bankers claimed many debtors 
had the money to pay but were 
protected by an Islamic judicial 
system which was unsympathetic 
to Western hanking practices. 

But they said a legal committee 
formed under die auspices of the 
Saudi Arabian Monetary Agen- 
cy, the central bank, was tackling 
the problem and most of its rul- 
ings had been in the banks’ 
favour. 

Initial fear. that local Islamic 



courts would overturn its deci- 
sions bad not materialised and 

ious courts 
:y said. 

But some bankers remained 
sceptical about the committee's 
ability to enforce judgements de- 
manding loan repayments. 

They said most of the commit- 
tee’s cases involved relatively 
small debtors and they were du- 
bious whether it would act against 
the bigger and better-connected 
debtors. 

In view of their doubts, many 
bankers have tried to reschedule 
debts out-of-court but their deals 
have often entailed granting huge 
discounts on outstanding loans. 

Bankers said A1 Sayed Abdal- 
lah Mohammed Barooih, a diver- 
sified trading company based in 
Jeddah, began approaching fore- 
ign banks a month ago about 300 
million riyals ($80 million) of 
debt after two years of silence. 

It offered to buy its debt at 15 
to 25 cents in the dollar. Other- 
wise, it said, banks should stretch 
out payments for 10 years with no 
interest. 

Tbe bankers said at least one 
bank was believed to be ready to 
accept a write-off, while others 
are still negotiating: 

They also said a deal to resche- 
dule 500 million riyals ($130 mil- 
lion) of debt with Arabian Bulk 
Trade Ltd, based in the Eastern 
Province, was going smoothly. 


Recession may hit U.S. in ’89 



DETROIT, Michigan 
U.S. interest rates wfll edge low- 
er, inflation will remain moderate 
and troublesome business inven- 
tories will decline, keeping reces- 
sion at bay for the first part of 
1988, a Wall Street economist 
predicts. 

But Henry Kaufman, who 
earned the nickname “Dr. 
Doom'* with bearish forecast in 
the last recession, said the signs 
of a coming recession may appear 
later in the year. 

Kaufman, chief economist at 
Salomon Brothers in New York, 


told the Economic Gub of De- 
troit that interest rates and infla- 
tion would begin creeping up by 
the end of the year. 

He predicted the yield on tbe 
bellwether 30-year U.S. treasury 
bond would gain several percen- 
tage points by year end. 

The five-year expansion has 
been accompanied by unpara- 
lleled growth in debt owed by 
consumers, business and the 
federal government. 

“We have not in place today a 
framework for dealing with these 
problems,” Kaufman said. 
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HAVE A BOOK REPORT 



WELL, I JUST COULDN'T 
README BOOK ..IT 
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IN OTHER PEOPLE'S 
FW1ENCE 





Soviet economist forecasts 
massive job shifts by 2000 


MINNEAPOLIS (R) — A lead- 
ing Soviet economist said Tues- 
day that 16 million Soviets, in- 
cluding 30 to 50 per cent of all 
government bureaucrats, will be 
forced to change jobs by the year 
2000 as a result of economic 
reforms. 

“By our calculations by the 
year 2000 about 16 milli on people 
will have changed jobs, said. 
Abel Aganbegyan, chief econom- 
ist of the Soviet Academy of 
Sciences and a key advisor to 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev. 

He said structural changes re- 
sulting from Gorbachev’s ^peres- 
troika^' reforms will cause mas- 


sive worker dislocation. 

“Starting in 1989 we’re going to 
take real steps to reform the 
whole price system of the coun- 
try,” Aganbegyan said, adding 
the changes would soon affect 
employment, including the reduc- 
tion of jobs in local, regional and 
central governments. 

“So we're going to reducing by 
30 to 50 per cent the (number of) 
bureaucrats working there," he 
told a Minnesota civic group. 

But he added: “We don't think 
there's going to be any unemploy- 
ment because there s a 
tremendous demand for labour 
throughout the country.” 


Bonn likely to wipe off 
$1.2b of aid repayments 

BONN (R) — West Germany is some of the world’s poorest co un- 
likely to wipe off about two oil- tries. 

HOn ^nts ($ tom U SnL n the “We also will probabhr have to 
lents from among the ^ ot ^„ 

World states, too," he said. “This 
will mean a magnitude of more 
than two billion marks.” 

Asked which countries would 
benefit, Klein said: “I can't name 
them yet, otherwise they would 
all be queueing around me. But 
essentially it will involve coun- 
tries in Africa and Latin 
America." 



world’s poorest countries, De- 
velopment Aid Minister Hans 
Klein told the newspaper Bild. 

In an interview he implied that 
countries with communist gov- 
ernments would not benefit. 

Klein said even hopelessly-inde- 
bted countries had to be helped 
with cash and over the years 
Bonn had wiped off 4.2 billion 
marks ($2.5 billion) of debts by 


Computer firms unveil new models 


BOSTON, Massachusetts (AP) 
■ — Three companies unveiled new 
irca computers Tues- 


high-powerea compute 
day ranging from a $70,000 “per- 
sonal supercomputer" ’to a $1.3 
million mini-supercomputer de- 
signed to take on industry 
leaders. 

Apollo Computer Inc. said it 
was producing a workstation for 
scientists and engineers with su- 
percomputer power that outper- 
forms anything in its price range: 
$69,000 to $130,000. 

Analysts said the domain series 
10000 returns the Chelmsford, 
Massachusetts-based company to 


the forefront of the highly com- 
petitive field of small, powerful 
desktop workstations. 

Ardent Computer Corp., a 
Sunnyvale, California-based 
start-up, announced its first pro- 
duct, a graphics supercomputer in 
about tne same price and per- 
formance range as Apollo's. 

Convex Computer Corp. of 
Richardson, Texas, aiming at a 
more expensive portion of the 
market, unveiled a more power- 
ful new line of mini-supercompu- 
ters it hopes will cut into Gay 
Research Inc.'s domination of 
that market. 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Herds 



I think I hooked up my VCR wrong 
When I pushed fast-forwasd, I was 
transported to the year 2073!" 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
^ by Henn Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbtes, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


SUMOY 


A** 


HUCET 

7'T 


NONITE 


mm. 




m 



GUBREO 




m 


WHAT YOU 
MIGHT SET FROM 
ONE HU&. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: 


M 


cr 


ytt 


XT 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles: HURRY POKER 


(Answers tomorrow) 
IGUANA SUBTLY 


Answer What the iamehrain said when his lawyer told 


wyc 

him he had lost his suit— fLL BUY ANOTHER 
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Castro urges solidarity with Panama 


PANAMA CITY, (Agencies) — Cuban president 
Fidel Castro has urged Latin America to show 
solidarity with Panama's new government, saying 
deposed President Eric Arturo Delvalle betrayed his 
country. 


Castro, in an interview on 
Panama's state-run television 
Tuesday night, expressed support 
for Armed Forces Chief General 
Manuel Noriega and for military- 
backed rule in Panama that began 
with a coup in 1968. 

He said Latin American na- 
tions should recognise Panama's 
new government as “it is a ques- 
tion of the independence and 
sovereignty of a country which is 
one of our brothers." 

Castro said Delvalle was in 
league with a U.S. plot to ensure 
Washington retained control of 
the Panama Canal beyond the 


year 2000, when it is due to be 
run solely by P anam a. 

He said Delvalle was conspir- 
ing with Washington and said the 
attempt to sack Noriega was “a 
true treason towards the 
country.” 

“We used to treat him with all 
respect as president of the repub- 
lic, but we had no confidence in 
him,” Castro said in the three- 
hour interview, taped on 
Monday. 

Delvalle was sacked by the leg- 
islative assembly and replaced by 
Manuel Solis Palma as president 
hours after Delvalle tried to fire 


Noriega. Noreiga was indicted in 
February by two U.S. grand 
juries in Florida on drug traffick- 
ing charges. 

Many countries, led by the 
United States, continue to back 
Delvalle as president. Delvalle is 
in hiding in Panama while fads wife 
and children have taken refuge in 
the U.S. ambassador’s residence 
in Panama City. 


Castro's government has been 
portrayed as an Internationa] out- 
cast by Washington since Cuba's 
1959 revolution but it has clawed 
back recognition from many 
Latin American countries in re- 
cent vears. 


Castro said it was an error by 
Panamanians to appoint people 
like Delvalle to the pres deucy 
“who are capable of stabbing the 
country with a dagger.*’ 


“There can be no comparison 
of the role of the armed forces in 
Panama and those in other coun- 
tries,” Castro added. ‘This is not 
a repressive government. This is 
not a government against the 
country.” 

A former aide to Noriega, Jose 
Blandoo, testified in the United 
States last month that Castro mid 
Noriega both had ties to the 
medellin cartel of Colombian 
drug traffickers. 

On Tuesday President Reagan 
pat Panama on a blacklist of 
d|rug-traf5dung nations but de- 
cided to wait before imposing any 
new sanctions against it. 

Reagan cut all economic and 
military aid to Panama last July in 
a feud with Noriega over his 
refusal to allow real civilian rule. 
But U.S. officials said Tuesday's 


move was designed to keep the 

alle 


spotlight on Noriega's alleged 
role in the illicit drug trade. 

Noriega has been criticised for 
a lack of ideology. Opposition 
leaders describes him as a fascist 
but say they fear his communist 

leanings. 

Castro likened the situation in 
Panama to Argentina when it lost 
the Falkland Islands war with 
Britain in 1982. 

Latin American countries ral- 
lied to express support with 
Argentina during the conflict, 
even though the country was run 
by military dictators, Castro said 

There was more reason to sup- 
port Panama against die current 
U.S. aggression as Panama's style 
of government already had wide 
respect in the non-aligned move- 
ment and in the United Nations, 
he said. 


37 killed in 
2 air crashes 


MOSCOW (R) — Twenty people 
died when a Soviet passenger 
plane crashed in the west Siberian 
oil city of Surgut, (he weekly 
Moscow News reported 
Wednesday. 

Thirteen people are still in cri- 
tical condition after Saturday's 
crash, it said, quoting the chief 
doctor of a hospital in the region- 
al capital, Tyumen. 

Moscow News said a govern- 
ment commission was investigat- 
ing the disaster but added more 
people could have been saved if 
Surgut airport firemen had been 
better equipped. 

In Johannesburg, all 17 people 
aboard a small passenger aircraft 
were feared dead when it crashed 
.near Johannesburg Tuesday air- 
line officials said. 

The officials said the Brazilian- 
made Bandeirante Turboprop 
airliner crashed and burst into 
flames in the industrial suburb of 
Genniston, not far from Johan- 
nesburg's Jan Smuts airport. 


Azerbaijani refugees to return home 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — A com- 
mission has been established to 
help return Soviet Azerbaijani 
refugees who have fled their 
homes in Armenia during ethnic 
unrest there, an Azerbaijani 
radio network said. 

The refugees who fled to Azer- 
baijan will be met by Soviet 
officials at the border between 
the two republics and welcomed 
back to Armenia, Baku radio said 
Tuesday. 

The radio, monitored by the 
British Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion, said it was unknown how 
many Azerbaijanis had fled 
Armenia during the recent dis- 
turbances in the troubled Trans- 
Caucasian republics over the red- 
rawing of regional boundaries. 

Some 160,800 Azerbaijanis live 
in Armenia, a republic of 3.1 
million. 

There are also some 475,500 
Armenians living in Azerbaijan, 
where the total population is 6.3 
milli on. 

Two people have been killed in 


ethnic unrest in Azerbaijan, and 
a curfew was imposed Monday in 
the coastal city of Sumgait after 
rioting between Azerbaijanis and 
Armenians there. 

No violence has been reported 
in Armenia. But hundreds of 
thousands of people demons- 
trated in the capital. Yerevan, 
last week for the return to Arme- 
nia of Nagorno-Karabakh, a pre- 
dominantly Armenian region 
administered by Azerbaijan. 

On Monday, Armenian com- 
munist party leader Karen Der- 
michyan said in a television 
address that some Azerbaijanis 
had fled his republic “due to 
various rumours that have spread 
through a number of localities.” 

He did not elaborate, accord- 
ing to BBC monitoring of his 
speech. 

Baku radio said the commis- 
sion’s main job was “finding out 
how many refugees there were 
and their present whereabouts, as 
well as arranging their organised 
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assistance would be solved. Ir 
gave telephone numbers for re- 
fugees to call. 

The refugee commission was 
headed by Azerbaijan Central 
Committee Secretary Gasan 
Gasonov. 

The rioting in Sumgait Sunday 
highlighted die Azerbaijani side 
of the Nagorno-Karabakh issue 
and underlined Kremlin leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev’s dilemma in 
finding a generally acceptable 
solution. 


The only previous occasion 


since World $ar 11 when long- 
time Moscow residents could re- 
call even talk of a military-super- 
vised curfew in the Soviet Union 
was in 1960 when there were 
widespread reports of “bread 
riots” in Novo-Cherkassk. 

There has never been any offi- 
cial confirmation of the reports, 
which circulated among Musco- 
vites at the time, according to 
which troops clashed with de- 
monstrators in the north Cauca- 
sian city. 


return to towns and villages in 
Soviet Armenia,” the BBC moni- 
tors reported. 


The radio added that the re- 
fugees may travel by air, rail or 
car as they choose, and all their 
problems of food and medical 


Bomb blasts at start of Bangladesh strike 


DHAKA (R) — Hundreds of 
bomb explosions shook Dhaka 
and other cities in Bangladesh 
Wednesday at the start of 36-hour 
general strike aimed at disrupting 
parliamentary elections. 

Steel-helmeted riot police 
guarded government buildings 
and paramilitary troops patrolled 
empty streets in trucks mounted 
with guns. 

A coalition of 21 opposition 
parties, which is boycotting 
Thursday's elections, called the 
stoppage from 6 a.m. (midnight 
GMT) Wednesday to prevent 


Ershad, a former general who 
seized power in a bloodless 1982 
coup, resign and hand over power 
to a caretaker government which 
could hold fresh elections. 

Ershad, who has refused to 
quit, deployed 9,000 soldiers to 
support police and home guards 
assigned to keep peace during the 
polls. 

Leaders of the two main 


river ferries stopped. The nation- 
al. airline, Bangladesh Biman, 
said it hoped to operate all sche- 
duled flights, although some 
might be delayed. 

The government ordered 
offices, banks, schools and col- 
leges closed for the elections, a 
move which Home (interior) 
Ministry officials said would les- 
sen violence. 


apart early Tuesday when a bomb 
they were making went off. 


In southern port city of Chitta- 
gong, hundreds of bombs ex- 
ploded Tuesday night as opposi- 
tion protesters clashed with 
police and burned at least six 
vehicles. 


November 1986 after disputed 
elections. He dissolved parlia- 
ment last December in the face of 
mounting protests. 


Manila 


envoy 


warns of 


bloodbath 



MANILA (R) — The Philii 
faces a “terrible bloodbath” if 
Muslim separatists win recogni- 
tion from the Organisation of Ma- 
mie Conference (OIC), a govern- 
ment envoy was quoted Wednes- 
day as saying. 

House of Representatives 
Speaker Ramon Mitra, sent to 
Saudi Arabia last month to lobby 
against such a move, said large- 


scale fighting would break out if 
the OIC granted membership to 
tiie rebel More National libera- 
tion Front (MNLF), giving it the 
status of a government in exile. 

“OIC membership for the 
MNLF would mean its recogni- 
tion as a sovereign state,” Mitra 


was quoted as saying by several 
tils 


Manila newspapers. “That would 
certainly mean war.* 1 

“MNLF membership in the 
OIC would inevitably lead to a 
terrible bloodbath,” he added. 

Mitra, who discussed the ap- 
plication with OIC Secretary 
Genera] Sharifuddin Pirzada, 
said an OIC committee was ex- 
pected to meet this week in Jed- 
dah, Saudi Arabia to consider the 
issue. 

Rebel spokesmen have said 
they expjxt the OIC to approve 
the MNLFs application to up- 
grade its current ‘Observer status 
to full membership of the Jeddab- 
based organisation. . 



Duchess hits secretary with a bottle 


• » 

LOS ANGELES (R) — The Duchess of York Tuesdayhirher 
private secretary over the bead with a bottle part pf a fuo-filled ■ 

tour of a movie studio's special effects department. The Duchess, 
known to the crowds as Fergie, also chatted to a robot and 
laughingly watched the Duke, Prince Andrew, gasping _axKF 
Hen chine a guardrail on a roller-coaster ride. It was all part ortne 


help promote a British cultural festival. The outgoing Duc&ess 
who is expecting her first child in August, promptiy caBed^w.-J 
her private secretary and gave him a hefty thump with one of the 
bottles. She laughed uproariously as it smashed i 


into a thousand 


pieces. 


Man quotes Freud, seduces lb, gets life 

" ■ ■ • ■ 

BEUING (AP) — A man who seduced women by quoting Ffeud 


and promising marriage was convicted of 16 counts of rape and 
sentenced to life imprisonment, an official report said Tuesday. 

^ r T h ■■■ 



Feb. 11 ran a full -page, detailed account of Liu's crones, 
describing how the factory worker played with the affections of 
older single women desperate to get married. Liu surrendered to 
authorities last summer. The paper did not say why he turned 
himself in. 


President Kennedy’s daughter expecting 


NEW YORK (AP) — Caroline Kennedy Schlossberg, only 
daughter of the late President John F. Kennedy, reportedly is 
expecting a baby. A photograph of an obviously pregnant 
Schlossberg, who married Edwin Schlossberg in July 1986, - 
appeared in Friday's daily news. The news (fid not say when the 
baby is expected. Schlossberg, 30, was photographed Monday.: 
arriving at the Equitable Building hr New York to gjvea speech in 
place of her unde. Sen. Edward Kennedy, who ; had^ bees - 
sidelined by a bad back. The baby would be the first grandchild/ 
for Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis, who is 58. The couple's- only * 
living son, 27- year-old John, is unmarried. Their third- child died 
as an infant. : - 


Man’s electrical current knocks wife 


They claim the support of 35 of 

ibers. 


the OIC’s 48 meml 

Diplomats said Indonesia, 
Malaysia and Brunei — Muslim 
members of the Association of 
South East Asian Nations, which 
also indudes the Philippines — 
opposed the move. 

Mitra said the MNLF rebellion 
was a domestic problem. 

The government has said that 
more than 50,000 people died at 
the height of the Muslim separat- 
ist rebellion in the southern re- 
gion of Mindanao in the 1970s. 

The country’s new 1987 con- 
stitution pledges limited auton- 
omy for large areas on Mindanao 
and surrounding islands where 
most of the Philippines’ seven 
million Muslims live. 


PEKING (R) — A Chinese factory worker’s body has started 
emitting electric currents powerful enough to knock over bis wife, 
the official New China News Agency said Tuesday. Xue Dibo, 36, 
began feeling “strange sensations” this year and knocked" his. wife 
over with an electric shock when be touched her hair early last 
month, the agency said. Xue, who lives in Ununqi, the capital of 
China's far west Xinjiang province, also feels a powerful shock 
when he touches anything metal, it added. He is being examined 
by doctors. 


Besser, of The Three Stooges, dies 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Joe Besser, who played the shaven- 
headed Curly in The Three Stooges comedy team for four years, 



months, but he did not disdose the nature of the Alness. The 
Three Stooges, the knockabout comedians who made! {founding 
each other on the head an art form, turned out hundreds of short 
films in the 1930s, 1940s and 1950s. The original trio of Lany, Moe 
and Curly consisted of Larry Fine, Moe Howard and bis brother, 
Jerry (Curly) Howard. 


r 


opposition parties, Awami 


people from voting. 


ley have demanded that pres- 
ident Hossain Mohammad 


League chief Sheikh Hasina and 
Bangladesh Nationalist Party 
leader Begum Khaleda Zia, have 
vowed to disrupt the vote "at all 
costs.” 

Most shops in Dhaka were 
dosed Wednesday. Trains and 


Police said there were no im ; 
mediate reports of casualties from 
Wednesday's bomb explosions. 
“But we expect more violence 
later today and tomorrow.” one 
officer said. 

Two men in Dhaka were blown 


Bombings and clashes were 
also reported from other places 
around the country, Dhaka police 
officials said. 


More than 150 people were 
killed and 8,000 injured during 
February 10 rural council elec- 
tions in the worst violence of 
Ershad 's presidency. 

Ershad restored civilian rule in 


American blacks worse off 


WASHINGTON (R) — Amer- 
ica's poor urban blacks are worse 
off now than they were 20 years 
ago. when a key presidential 
commission warned of a growing 
chasm between black and white, i 
according to a study released' 
Tuesday. 

“Poverty is worse now than it 
was 20 years ago.” said the re- 
port. a follow-up to the 1968 
Keener Commission created by 
President Lyndon Johnson in re- 
sponse to black slum riots that 
shook the country. 

That commission declared: 
“Our nation is moving toward 
two societies, one black, one 
white — separate and unequal.” 

The trend has persisted and in 


key ways worsened, according to 
“the Kemer report twenty years 
later” by the private commission 
on the cities, a liberal anti-pover- 
ty group. 

Another report issued Tuesday 
said more than one-fourth of 
America's estimated 20 millio n 
Hispamcs live below the poverty 
line. That study was by the South- 
west Voter Research Institute, a 
Texas organisation that monitors 
and encourages Hispanic political 
activity in the Southwestern Un- 
ited States. 


mem benefits, it no longer brings 
them above the poverty thres- 
hold,” it said. 

The original Kemer Commis- 
sion inspired reformers to fight 
poverty and racism. 

On the positive side, the black 
middle class has grown and the 
number of blacks in important 
political posts and professional 
jobs has mushroomed since 1968, 
the report said. 

But. it said, blacks and other 
minority groups, who made prog- 
ress agamst discrimination and 


“For some Latino families, 
(employment) income may have 
declined to the point where, evea 
after supplemented by govem- 


poverty through the 1970s, had 
been es 
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WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l-A* South, vulnerable, >ou 
hold: 

4*5 AKJ9 A 763 *J6Z 
Your ri£tu-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with one club. What ac- 
tion do you lake? 


♦ 7 1076 K83 +AK10952 

The bidding ha s proceeded; 

North East South West 

1 * Pass 2 6 Pass 

2 NT Pass 7 

W’hai action do you take? 


Q.2- Neither vulnerable, as South 
vou hold: 

+ AQJ63 : AS . 762 *KQ9 
The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

1 I i Pa* 7 

What action do }Ou lake? 


Q.5 - Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 


~ AK98632 vAQ108 
The bidding has proceeded: 
South West North East 

1 " Pass 3 7 Pass 


*76 


What do you bid now? 


YOU 


QJ-As South, vulnerable, 
hold: 

* AQJ63 KQJ9S . 87 +4 

Your righl-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with one diamond. 
What action do you take? 


Q.4- Neither vulnerable, as South 
vou hold: 


Q.b- Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 

♦ AJ95 : Q72 KJ762 *9 

The bidding ha* proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 

l * Pass 1 .- Pass 

I Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

Look for answers on Monday. 


especially hard hit by the 
country’s subsequent economic 
woes and by social programme 
cuts of the Reagan administra- 
tion. 


“America is becoming two 
societies... there is a large and 
growing underclass in America — 
principally blacks and Hispanics 
m the central rides. There are 
more economically isolated, 
more socially alienated, than ever 
before,” the new report said, 
echoing the original Kernel Com- 
mission. 

According to the report, the 
decaying cores of U.S. cities were 
rife with "quiet riots" — unem- 
ployment. crime, school and 
housing deterioration, and disin- 
tegration of families. 

The report called for social 
programmes to create jobs, more 
spending on welfare, and more 
active steps to fight housing and 
job discrimination and de facto 
segregation of schools. 

"Tfce must bring the problems 
of race, unemployment, and 
poverty back into the public con- 
sciousness, put them back on the 
public agenda,” the study con- 
cluded. 


J ackson 


shows 


strong 


WEEKEND CROSSWORD 


F.AM by Herb E tteam 


CERULEAN 
By Rosvll McDowell 


MONTPELIER. Vermont l R) — 
Black civil rights leader Jesse 
Jackson continues to prove that 
he can attract white voters in the 
U.S. primary elections. 

He took a surprisingly strong 
second place in the Vermont 
primary Tuesday, pulling in 27 
per cent of the Democratic Party 
vote in the state with the smallest 
black population in America. 

Massachusetts Governor 
Michael Dukakis won the Demo- 
cratic contest in the non-binding 
primary with 56 per cent of the 
vote. Among Republicans, Vice-' 
President George Bush won 49 
per cent, nine points ahead of 
Senate Republican leader Robert 
Dole, in the last contest before 
the presidential race heads south 
for the biggest delegate contests. 

Primary elections, part of the 
presidential selection process, are 
held in individual states so that 
voters can select delegates to sup- 
port their preferred candidates at 
the national party conventions in 
the summer. 

But the Vermont primary 
means little because the state's 
delegates to the national conven- 
tion are chosen at party caucuses 
in April, and Tuesday's vote is 
non-binding on those caucuses. 

The Vermont results add to 
Jackson's strong showings in 
mostiy-wbite states. 

He won 11 per cent of the vote 
in the New Hampshire primary 
on Feb. 9. 
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34 Mountain climb- 

50 Uncommon 

57 Be Inftoenced 

proceedings 

er’s spfco 

50 Swarms 

66 In favor ol 

5 Jobbed 

35 Game ragout 

81 Disconcert 

89 Sketch 

10 Other name 

36 Ron ol TV 

82 Centers 

90 ftehiae 

15 Dredge 

37 Canal Zone lake 

63 duller 

91 Cues 

19 Chico o* Harpo 

30 Atmosphere* 

64 Hare 

05 Esprit de corps 

20 Gsl up 

ver. 

66 Afrealt 

97 Divert 

21 Attend to the 

41 Associates 

67 Send 

90 OEO pari 

needs of 

44 Edits 

7D Metal tag of a 

96 Inlet 

22 DWbloci word 

46 Surprise 

lace 

100 Prayer dose 

23 Romfaurartf meal 

Interjection 

71 Poem by Milton 

101 Seafood items 

of a hind 

47 Mr. Milne 

74 Lyric pwm 

105 Hard wood 

26 Tennis 

45 Ceftte god 

75 (bn — 

106 Prevent 

serves 

49 — et-Vttaine. 

76 Snicker- — 

107 Scandinavian 

27 — de France 

Fr. 

77 Legumes 

105 Victory signs 

28 Diminutive 

SO Baseball Mala 

78 Goueho weapon 

109 Big boats 

yuffls 

51 Ailing 

79 First lady 

M0 Formal sets 

20 Cougars 

52 Greenish color 

50 Certain awards 

111 AcQuIitThrenes* 

30 Light amplifiers 

56 Fv. city 

54 Chair repoUor 

112 Rooney or 

32 Sauce — 

57 Tel 

85 Loses hope 
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DOWN 

1 CbcumfDrenc* 

2 Lily type 

3 More honoti 

4 Cutting tool 

5 Trifling 

S Speechify 

7 Hawklike bird 

8 Inhabit (Hits: 

■trlf. 

9 Notwithstanding 

TO Windflower 

11 Aomen poet 

12 Rejvtbaw 

13 Busy — bee 

14 That can be 


15 Vaporous 
emanation 
tfi Rarely 
17 Roman road 
15 Deprivation 
24 Loud mounds 


25 - with 
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31 Mm MacGraw ut 
eL 

33 Adolescent 

34 Soo — 

35 Look happy 
37 Candled, as 

fruit* 

35 Lawyers' op. 

30 Toddler 

40 Abates 

41 Cripple 

42 — Naalmova 

43 Be QjmikMje 

44 Seamhore 
iS City In III. 

45 Creature 

SO Coen motions 

52 Braid 

53 Withered old 
wom en 
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ES Foments 
56 Oraaay plain 
58 Receded 
60 iMMfthlvl 

62 Stunt 

63 Indonesian 
Boole 

64 Scratched out 
85 Ameryilia 

plant 

67 Council city 

68 Not busy 

69 Sign of morrow 

71 Accrue 

72 Diego 

73 Memorable 
period 

76 BJeded 
Instrument 
78 Yeast 
88 False god 
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55 Threadbare 
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91 Ordinary 
writing 

82 Primp 
93 Ah fn 

54 Impudent 

55 — Hori 

05 Hob. measure 
97 Fat 
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103 Neither* 
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104 Govt. gp. 
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16 i I*, by Roger Cobunv 


ACROSS 
1 Scoff 
S Stem 
B Startle 

11 Bacchanalian 
cry 

12 Echo 

15 In a delightful 
way 

21 Follow 

22 Kind of oleosa 

23 Kind ofl show 

24 Skin problem 

25 Tablet's cousin 
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26 Wollo 

27 Naval fnJUofm 

28 Malm 

29 Lowers 

30 Mkseing In a 
way 

33 Coxy abode 
36 Theda of the 
enema 

36 Rajah's consort 

40 Satiey one 

41 Writer Leon 

43 . Brute?" 


43 Movie 

44 River to the 
North Sdfl 

45 Addict 

46 Lip 

60 — rujoity 

61 Wall hanging 
66 Between A and 

II 

57 Pipe fitting 

59 Make vary 

60 perl 


61 Declaim 
63 Southern 
_ lolm 
84 
65 
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67 Bum b l i ng 

68 Shotgun ammo 

71 Circle 

72 Sing In the 
Alps 

73 Geode 

74 Protuberance 
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DOWN 

1 — , Queen of 
Scots 

2 BuRring cheer 

3 Crate 

4 Icelandic com 

5 Scarab# 

5 Uee 

7 Part of speech 

6 Acquire 
10 PhyefqtM 

13 Siotera 

14 Bad grades 
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15 Ecru 

16 Netffea 

17 Qropo 

18 Eye pari 
10 Fonianne'e 

partner 
20 Mtaua 
22 Bridge 

30 Monastery 

31 Skin growths 

32 Moke public 


34 tn a scathing 
way 

37 Get up 

38 O remood to 
the — 

39 Rhone tributary 

47 Throw brio 
disorder 

48 Mammoth 

49 Mitten la 

61 Sea bird 

52 Sir Oi iini t os a 


53 — Alto 

54 Thing 

55 Leak slowly 

67 Catch 
58 Left up 
60 Uncfoaes 
62 Clow 

64 Recipe word 
88 Decorali 
87 Key 

68 Before 
TO A Kennedy 
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